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Being a ſeaſonable Inquiry into theſe 
two Things : 
Fir#, Whether thoſe Noxconformiſts,who otherwiſe 
think Szbſcription lawful, arc theretore obliged } 


to torbear it becauſe their weak, Brethren do judg 
it unlawtul ? 


Secondly, Whether the Execution of Penal Laws 
upon Deſſexters, for non-communion with the 
Church of England, be Perſecution ? 

I/herein 

They are pathetically exhorted to return into the 
Boſome of the Church, the likeliclt expedient to 
{top the growth of POPERY. 


By WILLIAM ASSHETON, D.D. 
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Duke of ORMOND. 


London, Printed by F. D. for R. Royſton in Amen: 
Corner,& R.Chiſwell in S.Panls Churchyard, 1674. | 


—_— 


—_ 


- 


To the IWuftrions his Grace 
Jamrs Dake of Or- 
mond, &c. Lord Steward 
of his Majesty's Honſhold, 
Chancellor of the Univer/1- 
ties of Oxtord & Dublin, 
Kneght of the most Noble 
Order of the Garter, and 
one of his «Mayeities most 
Honomble Privy-Council, 


May it pleaſe your Grace, 


& OW this ſmall 
Tract: will be 
look'd upon, it 
22 a atall.by my d!/- 
ſentins Brethren, is no very 
hard matter to conjecture | 
Aa am 


The Epiile 


am now ſufficiently inſtruQt- 
ed what entertainment to ex- 
pect from theſe men, . who 
are ſo far from being con- 
vinced either with mine, or 
any other mans Arguments, 
when inconſiſtent with their 
Intereſt, that (as late exper1- 
ence hath prov'd it ) they 
dare not believe their. own. 
They are ſo hardned with 
Prejudice, blinded with paſ- 
/10n, byaſſed by ſome talſe 
- yet plauſible Frinciple (w® 
they muſt not recant what- 
ever betides them ) that-till 
God thall pleaſe to mould 
them , by a method heſt 
known to himſelf, into:-a 

more 
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more humble frame; all the 
ſaying and Writing in the 
world will be vain and tono 
purpoſe. And therefore were 
itnot for theſe two Conſide- 
rations, Firft, in Compaſ- 
ſion to their poor deluded 
Proſelytes; many of which, 
having neither Heads nor 
Hearts to inform themſelves 
rightly in the true ſtate of 
Things, do 'tollow tamely 
after (qua 1tur non qua enn- 
dum) m animplicite belief, 
that that muſt needs be the 
right 'way which they ſee 
ſuch $kilftnl Guids to have 
taken before them; or elſe 
werentnot, Secondly, out of a 

CCI due 
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duecareof our own People, 
to ſecurethem, as far as poſ- 


fible, from the mſinuating 


Arts of ſuch as he 1n waitto 
deceive; we might think our 
ſelves ſufhiciently diſcharg'd 
from any turther Debate of 
theſe points in Controverſie 
betwixtus : which have been 
fo fully diſcuſs'd by ſundry 
of our Learned men (part1- 
cularly Bp. Sanderſon and 


Mr. Hooker) and ſo excel- 


lently clear'd from the Ex- 


ceptions of Novelliſts; that 


more need not be ſaid for 
the Satisfaction of any Intel- 
I:gent man, that will butfaiſt 


take the pains. to read'the 
Books 
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Books, and then ſuffer ham- 
ſelf to be Maſter of his awn 
Reaſon. 


It is theſe M otives chie- 
fly, and not any compliance, 
farther than Dzty and Rea- 


ſon require, with the times 


( the ready Obyection againſt 
me : God pardon theiw un+ 
righteouſneſs who ſo mif- 
judge) that occaſion'd the 
publiſhing of this following 
Treatiſe, The ( haritable 
deſign-of which, 1s to direct 
and inſtruct thoſe Rel:gzous 
well-meaning People, whoſe 
honeſt Simplicity hath been 
abuſed, and their weak ( 0#- 

ſcrences 


T he File 
ſciences miſguided be certain 
Wwewyp! ; thatthey may if pol. 
ſible, be again reduc'd into 
their right mind, and then 
confirm'd and eſtabliſh'd in 
their good belief, out of 
which they have ſuffer'd 
themſelves tobe wreſted, by 
the cunning Engzzes of thoſe 
that are chief Factors for the 
Faction. Towhich defira- 
bleEnds, if (through Gods | 
Bleſſing) ether theſe, or any. 
other of my ſlender Labours, 
ſhall be in the leaſt Inſtru- 
mental, I ſhall then little va- 
lue that Clord of ( alumny, in, 
which the Ezvy of ſome, and 
Intereit of others have en- 

deavour'd 
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deavour'd to obſcare me, 

_ As to the Sale, I muſt 
confeſs I have deliver'd my 
Thoughts with ſuch plain- 
neſs and freedom, as a Sub- 

+ ject of this nature did ſeem 

- torequire; and yet I hope, 

withoutall eitherGall of bit- 

. terneſsor Leavenof partiali- 

'. ty. Thoſethatareofacon- 

- trary judgment may poſſibly 

beoffended at me (for Guilt 

*,' we know 1s gauld and ten- 

') der) and thereforel ſhall re- 

*?; mind them: That hewho 

-| hath commanded us to 

1 pleaſe all men, doth only re- 

, Quire it to their Edification, 


Whether 
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Whether in this follow- 
ing T reatiſe 1 have done ſo 
or {o, I muſt leave to'their 


Judgments: that ſhall pleaſe 


toperule it. However,ſfuch 
as it 1s, I do very humbly 
preſent it te the Service-of 
God and his (,burch under 
your Graces Protection: as 
unto whom by adouble T1- 
the it moſt properly belong- 
eth, F:rft, in reſpect of that 
encouraging Patronage, to- 
gether with -the acceptance ' 
of his former Labours.whach 
the eArthor craves leave, an 
all humblethanktulneſs.thus 
publickly 'to acknowledge, 
Secondly, Becauſe of the End 

and 
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and Deſign of this preſent 
VVork : which is, by diſcou- 


'raging Sohiſm , to' preſerve 
- Ordey inthe Church, and 


Peace in the Stare: of both 
which, under Gog and the 
King, how great a Defence 
your Grace hath ever been ; 
your eminentLoyaltyto both 
their Majeſizes (our preſent 
Soverergn and his Royal Fa- 
ther) expreit in many ſignal 
Actions and Sufferings (too 


'great to be repeated by ſo 


meana Pen as mine) doth a- 
bundantly teſtify, 


| TheGodof Heavenmul- 
tiply his Bleſſings upon your 
Grace. 


The Epiſtle, &c. 
Grace, your eminently pious 
Datchefs, and your IWſtri- 
ous Family ; Continue your 
Peace and Proſperity here: 
and crown you with his Glo- 
ry hereafter, So prayeth, 


Your Graces Chaplain in 
all Dutiful Obſervance, 


Willam «e Aſoheton. 


Ihe 
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HE late, and I think juſt; 
apprehenfions of the 
growth of Popery having 
awakened Authority into 
ſome ſeaſonable Endea- 

vours for the ſuppreſſing 

of it; The Clergie of this Nation have 
thought themſelves oblig'd, boch in Pref 
and Pulpit, to encourage fo good a work. 

For, though our People are ſo highly pre- 

judic'd againſt her Do#rines ; That many 

of them know no other Rule, whereby to 
judge of the ſoundneſs of their Texets,than 
by the greater or leſſer diſtante they have 
from Popery ; yet being deſirous that Re- 
ligion ſhould be the Object of their Choice 
nut Chaxce ; and that the practice of it 
ſhould be grounded upon the clear evidence 
of Truth and Reaſon, as well as Cuſtom and 

Education, to which the greateſt part of . 

Mankind owe their particular Perſwaftons; 

Several Treatiſes have been lately writ 

wherein the Proteſtant-Catholick Doitrine 
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is fatty-eſtabliſhed , and the Romiſh Ob- 
jee975;—0rrather Flouriſhes, (tor indeed 
they are no better) are as ſolidly anſwered. 
An Undertaking not altogether ſo unſea- 
ſonable as ſome Perſons, who would be 
thought ywifer chan their Brethrex,arc plea- 
ſed to. judge. For, though it be indeed 
true.; 'There. ts nothing new under the Sun: 
and the Arguments are ſtill the ſame, at 
leaſt ſo tar-as the Cauſe is ſuch : yet the 
Repcittion of them, in this ſcribling Age, 
can ncycr._ he unſcaſonable, it being not 
only. profitable bur necc{{ary, thar the An- 
tidote be applied as often as the Poiſon is 
intuſcd. 


This very Ceaſuderation (that I may give 
my Readex ſome thort Account of the fol- 
lowing D:ſcarſe) hath awakened me into 
Action... Not out of any vain Confidence 
ot my 49:11ztes ( though we are all apt to 
think well of our felves) but rather out of 
a jult ſenſe of my Daty (remembring the 
ſal Doom. of tie unprofitable Servant ) 
i hat I might contribute ſomething to the 
Defence of my Dear Mother the Church o 
England's, which through the good Provi- 
dence of God hath nour. ſhed me up 4 Ghrt- 
ſttan and a Proteitant. 


In - 
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In order to this performance, I had made | 
4 colle&tion of ſome ſutiable Materia! 
againſt the Church of Rome (at preſent he 
molt noted Enemy ot our Religion) tally 
intending to have put them into form, and, 
with the appro! vation ot my Superiors, at 
the beginning ot Texm,to make them pub- 
lick. Whult I was thus deltgning I occa- 
ſionally met with this paſſage in Biſhop 
Sanderſos, © Prudent Statiſt; forbear t0 
<« advance againſt 4 potent Enemy abroad 
« till they have compoſed ſmaller Onar- 
« rels ind Mutizies at home. We think 
© it therefore more needtul, ſeaſfonable, 
«< and expedient, to clear theſe Points 74 
&« difference betwixt us and our Brethren at 
« home, then to handle any of the Coxtro- 
«verſies in debate betwixt us and thoſe 
© of Rowe. Both becauſe the People are 
* in moredanger of being miſled by theſe, 
<« then of being ſeduced by Papiſts;and be- 
<« cauſe the Papiſts make a great advantage 
*« (indeed the greateſt, and in 2 marner the 
< whole advantage they have againit us)of 
c« theſe home- Differences. 

Thus that excellent Prelate; whoſe ju- 
dicious Determination {o perfectly altered 
my purpoſe (this is a plain and truc heart- 


£d confeſſion) that quite contrary to my 
BÞ 2 former 
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former intentions (leaving the Romaniſe 
to the management of ſome abler Pens) 
I have once more thought it my duty to 
Addreſs my ſelt to my Brethren of the Sepa- 
ration, humbly intreating them for the love 
of Ged,and the comfort of their own Souls ; 
as chey tender the Peace of the Church, 

and the honour of our Rel:g/oz , and in 
compaſſion to thouſands of cheir Chriſtian 
Brethren, who are otherwiſe in great dan- 
ger to be either miſled or ſcazdaliz'd; That, 

havinz firit thought it poſſible for them- 
ſelves to be miſtaken, they would then 
not over-haltily reject, either mine or any 
other mans Admonitions, becauſe tender'd 
by thoſe who ſtand better affected to their 
Perſons than Opinions. They have indeed, 
upon occaſion,been fully reminded of their 
Duty ( and *tis Charity you know to in- 
ſtraVour weak Brethres ) but they are ſo 
vainly exaltcd with the Pl/audits of their 
own Parties, with whom they chiefly con- 
verſc, that fome further Advice may be no 
unſcaſonable undertaking. 


Experience hath prov'd ic, that to be 
Popu/ar and applauded is a very pleaſing 
thing. To be cheriſhed and courted by 
ſach Perſon s as way think us in ſome 

meaſure 
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meaſure qualified for their black deſigns, 
is at ft very gratetul to the fi ſh, but in 
the ond, without Repentance it will prove 
bitterneſs to the Spirit, However inthe 
interim is it not juſtly deplorable, that men 
otherwiſe oft excciient Parts and Improye- 
ments; which might be eminently fervice- 
able to the Church of God, ſhould thus abuſe 
their Learning to the maintenance oz a 
Schiſm ;, and inſtead of winning Sox/s to 
Heavep, with bufic and curſed diligence 
compaſs Sea and Land to draw Profc hyees t tg 
a Party. 

The RefleQion is very ſeaſonable, ſhould 
I remind them of this Truth, That next to 
the burying of our Talents through Sloth, 
Idleneſs or Debauchery ( the De wil s firſt 
Tempration to all pregnant flouriſhing Im- 
provements) his chict onſet, in which he 
too often prevails, is out of a pretended 
neglect of mens parts and worth to chafe 
them into a Faiz, By which ambitious 
workings of ſome turbulent diſcontenced 
Spirits, "Chriſtendom is more endamaged, 
than by all the open Prophanenels and 'De- 
bauchery in the World. Forthis latter is 
ſo groſs and palpable, and of ſuch noted 
Obſervation, that no man, without rhe 
higheſt violence to the Principles of Rea- 
| B 3 14, 
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ſon. can with any confidence, attempt its 
vindicati-n, But in the other, Sataz doth 


ſo transform himſelf” into an Angel of «Light | 


There 15 ſuch gilding, plaiſtering 'and\ VAr- 
niſhing of their voly deftgns, with, The 
care of Souls ;, The Glery of God: The Re- 
formation of Abuſes ; That men ct good 
h:arts,but weak heads, arc by theſ. painted 
outlides very frequently impoſed on. 


I doreally compaſſionate theſe poor ge- 
luded Pcople ; many of which I am confi- 
dent, as'to the main intention, are truly 
Religious ; ; thcir chict delign being to ſave 
their Souls and come to He 2ven. And 
accordingly I earneſtly beg of our good 
God (without whoſe Bleſſing all other en- 
deayours arc ineffectual) that by reducing 
them into their right 272d, I might be in 
ſome meaſure ſerviceable to ſo defirabte a 
Worz. ButIam atraid,they are ſo ſtrange- 
ly prejuaicd by the cunning artifice of their 
detigning Guides that till "this averſion be 
remov'd,there 1s a moral impoſſibility of pres 
vailing wich them. 


For when 1t is demanded (the liklieſt 
method to bring the Controverlie to ſome 
Iſſue) whence it may appear ; that the 


Cor- 
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Confitutio 25 of the. Church of E121and are 
ſo.unlawful as is pretended ? After ſore 
trifling Evaſions, as their practice.is, the 
ulciwate R-ſolution of thoſe that, deal plain- 

and inyenioufly is this :. For, my 094 
>lS I mu#t confeſs, I do not very well: under- 


ſtaxd th:(+ things, I am no Scholl, ir, and ſo 


cannot diſpute th caſe with you. ' But thrye 
are ſeveral hone Nin-conformin og Mpniſters, 
whom I think to be very Learned and Reti- 
gions men, that have often told mz ſo; and 
Tom willing to believe them. But now a 
little further to diſcover the Cheat, If you 
ask even theſe Teachers themfetves;- ttew 
they come to be aflur'd , that any of our 
Ceremonies are unlawful 2 And fince what- 
ever is unlawtul is contrary to ſume Law, 
if you ask them, for inſtance, by w har 
Dictate of the Law of Nature, or by what 
Text of Scripture, the Uſe of the Surpls ce, 

knecling ar the Euchariſt, the Croſs afrer 
Bptifpms,epe, are4orbidden 2. Aker. ſame 
miſerable exploded ſhuttling (202 aid-ta re- 
fero ſed experta) their ſureſt Aſylum whero 
they neſtle themſelves is- this : that thongh 
they dare not declare theſe things to be intrin- 

ſeealh unlawful (God forbid they [ould con- 
a-mn fo FATTY God/y Can _ſ-) } Je 421 fence 
ſeveral oood P; ople do think them þo and can- 
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not by any means br yeconciled to'them 


therefore leſt the progreſs of the Goſpel ſhould \ = 
be ſtopty or weak Brethren ſcandaliz'd; | 
upon this very Account they think them un- 
lawful, and as ſuch are oblig d to forbear them, 
Having found by experience that this Re- 
fletion, how weak ſoever in it ſelf, hath 
no little prevail'd with ſome very ſober 
Perſons, I have thought it worth the while 


to give a due Conſideration to, 
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V Hich that I may the more effe. 

ually perform, I ſhall firſt lay 
down the Objeition to the greateſt advan- 
tage of the Objefors, and then Reſolve it 
with as much plainneſs as I can, 


Objection, 


There being, ſay they, in the holy Goſpel 
ſuch dreadful Woes denounc'd againſt the 
man by whom the Offence cometh : we hope 
it will be eſteem'd no unneceſſary Scruple, 
it we be very fearful of offending any of 
thoſe little ones that believe in Chriſt : ma- 


ny 


4 
' 
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ny of which, as we daily obſerve, cannot 


yet receive any Satisfaition ; either that | 
. Conformity 18 lawful, or that thoſe who ſub- 


mit to it are any better than temporizing 
wretches, metry of proſtituted Conſciences, 


not fit to be initruſted with the care of Souls, | 


And therefore ftould we, whorare of much 
eminency and eſteem amongſt them, and 
whoſe Example will be much looked upon, 
thould we by our preſent practice approve, 


what theſt honeſt ſober Re/;2:0#good Peo- 
ple condemn;how mighr this*tempt them to * 
blaſpheme the way of-ſerions holinefsas a meer | 


Politick contrivance, ſince they obſerve, 
That, though the breath of Rel1gio fills the 
Sails, yet Profit is ſtill che Compaſs, And 


therefore for our own parts, trough we | 


dare not cexſure thoſe that do Subſcribe ( if 
their own hearts condemn them not, nei- 
ther do we) yet we think it more eligible, 
tor the preſent diſtreſs, to be /ifext (and 
the good Lord pardon us it we think amiſs) 
than-by oar Conformity to hazard ſo many 
pxecious Souls tor whom Chriſt dyed, 


That I may give a full and ſatisfactory 


4ruſwer to this plauſible Objection, T ſhall 
CQn- 
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DSCANDAL, 
conſider theſe two things, Firſt i theft, 1 
ſhall ſhew what it is to Scandatize, Second- 
ly in hypotheſi, 1 ſhall endeavour to evince z 
That thoſe N, C. who think Subſcription 
lawtul (and to theſe only Iam now addreſ- 
ſing my ſelt)are really,accordmg to the true 
Theological Notion of the word, very 
highly guilty of that Scazdal through their 
preſent Silence, which by their Conformity 
they might caſily avoid. But betore I at- 
tempt any particular explication of Scar- 
dal, I muſt crave leave to remind my Rea- 
der of a-very common yet dangerous miſ- 
take : which I cannot better expreſs than 
in the words of the Reverend Mr. Baxter, 


in his Care of Church Diviſions, p. 133. 


© Indeed the word [Offend] hath occaſt- 

© oned the miſtake of many, to the great 
* enſnaring of themſelyes and others. Of- 
* fending (ometimes ſignificth only diſplea- 
<\ing or grieving another. And this is 
© not the Scazdal which theScripture ſpeaks 
* againſt, Abundance of well-meaning 
© people have thought, that they muſt not 
© uſe any form, or words, Or order, Or act107 
© ( eſpecially if it be iadifferent in it ſelf ) 
* which others are diſpleaſed or griev'd at : 
© becauſe they think that is Scaxdal, Many 
perſons 
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© perſons pretend the avoiding of Scandal, | t; 
* only to flatter oze party, and to preſerve | + 
© their Reputation and Intereſt with that | p 
© Side which they are lotheſt to drfp/caſe. | , 
© And thus every Sect ſaith : If you do this | 
© or that, you will ſcandalize and offend ma- | g 
*ny good People , meaning theiv own Szde. | 
© But they never regard how many others | / 
© they ſhall really ſcandalize by the con- | 9g 
© trary. | al 
© But conſider Ibeſcech you : If bare dif- | h 
«© pleaſing had been Scandal, then Peeviſhneſs | 
<and Tzorarce would have advanced all | 
<that had them to be the Governours of RB 
< the World. For what 1s it to govern, but | | 
<ro have all others obliged ro fulfill | g 
© your wills 2 And if no man mult diſpleaſe | a, 
© you, then all muſt fulfil your wills And 
< he is ſcandatores that is not ruled by you. 
© And it this were fo : the moſt childiſh and | © 
© woman;ſh ſort of Chriſtians, who have the «| 
« weakeſt Tuagments and the ſtrongeſt Wills | « 
<and Paſſons, muſt rule all the world: for «© 
© theſe are hardlicſt p/cas'd,and no man muſt | «< 
© diſpleaſe them, v 


This being premis'd, I hope we ſhall 
find no great difficulty about the nature of © 
Scandal, For however Philology may cri- © 

t1C1ze 
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ticize the word ; it denotes (as the learned 

ve | * Hooker informes us) no more but thus : *Eecleſe 
at | Menare ſcandaliz'd when they are moved led Pol. pag. 
ee | or Provoled unto ſin. Wherein we are not. *25* 
IS | ſomuch to look at the event what that is, 

a- | ormay be; 25 at the cauſe whence it com- 

e. | eth. Forno manis concern'd in any ſca- 

'S | dal that hapencth to another, by occaſion 

1- | of any thing done by him, neither is charg- 

able with it further than he is guilty of 
having given it, | 


Now (according to the moſt judicious | 

f © Biſhop * Sa»derſor, who is beſt able to in- * Five 
ſtrut us in the Caſe) a man may become = of 
guilty of ſcandalizing another by his Ex- SIE 


ample theſe four ways. 


. The Firſt is, when a Man doth ſome- 
| | ©ching befor? another Man, which is in it 
> | *ſelt evil, unlawful, and ſinful; Becauſe 
| © whatſbever is in it ſelf, and in its own 
"| *<nature evz/, is alſo of it ſelf and in its 
; | © ownnature ſcaxdalors,and of evil example. 

© Here the Rule is, Do nothing that is evil 


© for fear of giving ſcandal, 


© The ſecond way. is, when a Man doth 
< ſomething before another, with a direc? i- 
Fention 


yn_—_— 
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*fention and formal purpoſe of drawing 
© him thereby to commer fix. Here the Rule | 
<&js, Do nothing (good or evil) with an inten- | 


© tion to gtve ſcanaal, 


© The third way is, when a man doth 
«ſomething before another, which in it 
<ſelf is not ev/l, but 7nd:ifferent,and fo ac-} 
© cordingly to the Rule ot Chriſtian Liberty | 


« lawful tor him to do, or riot to dv, as he 
« ſhall ſee cauſe ( yea and perhaps other- 


e wile commoatous and convenient tor him to! 
* do) yet whereat he probably - foreſeeth the | 


« other will take Scandal, and be occafion- 
« ed thereby. to do evil. In ſuch caſe it the 


* thing to be done, be not in ſome degree ; 


© ( at leaſt prudentially ) zeceſſary for him 
*todo ; but that he might, without great 
© inconvenience and prejudice to himſelf, and 


© any third perſon, leave it undone, he is; 


© bound in charity and compaſſion to his Bro- 
© ther's ſoul (for whom Chriſt dicd) and for 
© the avoiding of Scandal to abridgehimielt 
.in the exerciſe of his Chr:i{t;az Liberty for 


_ that time ſo far, as racher to ſuffer ſome | 


_ inconvenience himſelf by th>.not doing of 
Jit, than by doizg of it to cauſe his Brother 
_ to.offewd, The very Caſe which is ſo ot- 


. ten,and ſo largely and ſo earneſtly inſiſted - 


upon 
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gf "upon by. St. Paul, Rum. 14. 13— 21, 
e; nn x--3. 1 Cor. 8. 7-13, &9.12,22, 
z-| *& 10. 23,33. Here the Rule is, Do 


* nothing that. way be reaſonably forborn, * 
' ® whereat it ts like Scandal willbe taken, 


It c The fourth way 1s, when a man doth | 
- | *ſomething. before another, which is not 
'y' only lawful, but (according to the exe- 
e | Coencies of preſent Circumſtances pro hic 
-| © > arnc) very behoofeful, and in ſome ſort, 
0| © prudentially zeceſſary for him to do; but 
e| *forcſecth in ghe beholder a propenſion to 
1-' © make an M# uſe of it, and to take cn- 
e | © couragement thereby to commit Sin, it 
e | © there be not withal a great care had to 
n | ©2revert, as much as is poſhible,the Scaxdal 
it | © chat might be taken thereat : for © ut 
d| © zop prohibet peccare cum poteſ, jubet. In 
S| © ſuch caſe the bare zegledt of his Brother, 
0-| * and not uſing his utmoſt endeavour to 
Yr | * prevent the ev// that might enſue,makes 
lf © him guilty, In this laſt Caſe the thing 
r  <is not(for the danger of the Scandal)to be 
e © /eft undone,fuppoling it, as we now do,o- 
}f © therwiſe behvofful to be done; but the acti- 
r <©ox is tobe ordered, and carried on by us, 
f- © for the manncy of doing, and in all Re- 
d - <ſpefts and Circumſtances thereunto be- 
n longing, 


_ ©longing, with ſo much c/earneſs, rendey- 


The ( fe of | 


© neſs, and moderation and wiſdom, that fo 
©many as are willing to take notice | 
© of it, may be ſatisfied that there was on 
< our part a reaſon ot juſ# neceſſity that the! 
© thing ſhould be done. Here. the Rye 13, 
© Order the doing of that, which may not wel 


< be left undone, in ſuch ſort, that no Scandal. , 


* may, through your default, be taken thereat. | 


Thus that learned and incomparable 
Prelate : according to whoſe Rules (which 
upon examination will be found right 9004 
ones) let us proceed to inQuire, how the 
caſe ſtands with my Brethrez , 1.e, let us 
conſider from which of theſe four wayes it 
is, that their Subſcription and Conformity 
would involve them inthe guilt of Scan 
aat. 


The firff Rule Tam ſure doth nothing 
concern them. Becauſe ſubſcription is {0 
far from being ſinful, thar, As to thi 
preſent Suppoſition, it is not only lawful, 
but alſo (the caſe of Scandal remoy'd) con: 


teſſedly their Duty. 


The ſecovd Rule I dare freely and ex 
43imp acquit them from, I haye more Chs 
rity, 
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yity for them then to think , that any- of 
them would ſubſcribe with a direct intention 
and formal purpoſe of drawing other men, 
by their Example, to commit any Sin. 


As to the third Rule, I muſt confeſs ; 
there is a very tender regard tobe had to 
the Conſciences of weak Chriſtians, as thoſe 
Scriprures cited out of St. Paul's Epiſtles 
do abundantly prove. - But that this is no 
encouragement to my Brethrens Silence, 
doth eafily appear by conſidering, That 
the ſubject matter of that forbearance and 
indulgence wiich the Apsſt/e in thoſe pla- 
ces requireth, muſt be fomething ſo pirel/ 
endifferent ; as that it may be either doxe or 
elſe lcett andone, and both theſe without 
Sin. And ſuch, I am ſure, Subſcription 1s 
not ; it being (as was formerly hinted) no 
indifferent action , but a nec: ſary Duty. 
W hich aſſertioz, how peremptory ſoever it 
may be thought, I do thus farther prove 
from the words of Mr. Baxter, whcote Au- 
thority though it may not ſtill preyail with 
them, yet his Reaſon ſhould, 


+tlf Scripture make it nit a Sin, The Magi- f Princip. 
fates command will make it a Duty. 


C But 


of Lovz, 
p-37. 
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But Scripture doth not make (onformity a 
Sin (for I am now treating with thoſe that 


think it lawful) 


Ergo his Majeſties Command, in the At 
of Uniformity, doch make it a Duty. 


We ſee then that Subſcription is a D»ty. 


But my Brethren will reply,the avoiding of 
Scandal is likewiſe a Duty. Weare com- 
manded to obey Authority, and we are 
I: kewiſe commanded not to offend our weak 
Brethren. How muſt we theretore behave 
our, ſelves, ſince ſomething muſt of neceſ- 
ſity be done : either we muſt ſubſcribe, and 
then we are cenſur'd as uncharitable , or elſe 


not ſ«4ſcribe, and then weare accus'd as 
a:fobedicnt. 


For the untying of .this knot we are to 


coripare the Caſes of Scandal and Diſobed;- 
exice together ; that ſo we may be able to 
jadge, when there ſeemeth to be a repug- 
nancy betwixt them, whether of the wo 
is the great:r Duty, that fo the other as the 
{-f, wiren it ſtands in competition with it, 
may ccaſe to oblige. 


Now for this the Ry/e is certain and 
equitable ; 


| 
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equitable ; That the reſpe& of private 
Scandal ceaſeth, where lawful Authority 
determineth our /rherty : and that reſtraint 
which proceedeth from ſpecial Duty, is of 
ſuperiour Reaſon to that which proccedeth 
but from commor' Charity , and that we 
ought to bear a greater regard to our Pub- 
lick Governours, then to our private Bre- 
thren;, and be more careful to obey them, 
then ſatisfie theſe ; if the ſame courſe will 
not in ſome mediocrity ſatisfte both. And 
the Reaſon is ; Becauſe where we are not 
able to diſcharge both ; Debts of Fuſtice 
are to be paid betore Debts of (Charity, 
Fuſtitie officia ſunt priora, et ſtrictioris obli- 
gationis , quam ills que ſunt Charitatis, 
Ameſ. Medul. Theol. p. 62. Now the 
Duty of Obedtexce is debitum Tuſtitie,and a 
matter of 7ight : my Superior may chal- 
lenge itat my hands as his dze; and I do 
him wrong if I withhold ir from him. But 
the care of not giving offence is but debitam 
Charitatis, nal, a matter but of Courtelte, 
] am to perform it ro my Brothcrin Love, 
when [ ſee cauſe : but he cannot challenge 
it trom me as his right; nor can ju'tly fay 
Ido him wrong if I negle& it, Ir is there- 
foreno more lawful for me, to diſobey the 
lawful Command of a Super:our, to pre- 

(23 yenr 
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vent thereby the offence of one or a few 
Brethren ; than it is lawful for me to do 
one man wrozg, to do another a Courtelſte 
withal ; or thaw it is lawful for me to rob 
the Exch:gquer, to relieve an Hoſpital, For 
it is agreed by conſent of all that handle 
the matter of Scandal: That, We may not 
commit any Sin whatſoever, be it never ſo 
ſmall, for the avoiding of any Scandal, be 
it never ſo great: Byt to diſobey lawful 
Authority in lawful things, is a Sin againſt 
the #7 Commandment, Therefore we may 
not redeem a Scardal by ſuch our Diſobedi- 
ence, nor refuſe to do the thing command- 
ed by ſuch Authority, whoſoever ſhould 
take offence thereat, 


If this do not yet ſatisfie my Brethren, 
but that they can till, hozz7 fide, Declare 
I hatit it werenot for fear of ſcandalizin 
weak Chriſtians they would conform: I ſhall 
then deſire them ſeriouſly ro peraſe the 
Works of that judicious Caſuiſt Biſhop 
SazJerſon ; particularly his fifth Sermon 
ad Pop. Sect. 30. p. 292, fol. Edit, and 
his twelfth Serm. ad Aut, Sect. 36. &c. P. 
248, But I doubt they are ſo afraid of 
Conviction, that they dare not peruſe ſuch 
Strexoth and Reaſon, 

The 


—— 
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The fourth way will nothing rclicve them, 
which doth not indulge them to neglect che 
thing becauſe others may accidentally be 
ſcazdaliz'd at it(lince the beſt things may by 
accident produce evil effes ) bur only re- 
quires ſuch a prudent management, where- 
by, as far as poſſible, all offence may be re- 
moved*, *' For, if we areto forbcar all our , 3" , 
” conveniences and matters of expediency, $:40!. 4-4 
” when men are ſcandalized at them, after \/, 
” we have given them, or offered to give par-;p.133 
”them full information ; our Chriſtian 
” Liberty in things indifferent would in 
” theſe our times come to be jult nothing : 
” nay our ſervitude would be greater, and 
” more unſuportable than that of the Jews 


” under the Levitical Ceremonies. f But +:4.p.135. 


" now againlt this may be objected the refo- 
” lution of the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 8.13. If mat 
” make my Brother to offend,I will eat no fl:(h 
” while the world ſtandeth, leſt I make my 
” Brother to offend : Fleſh is of great expe- 
” diency tor the nouriſhment of mans lite, 
”and yet Pau! reſulves upon a perpetual 
” abſtinence thercirom in caſe ot Scandal 
” conſequent, And this example of Paul 
” Is obligatory unto all Chriſtians, 


” For Axſwer ; firſt this fleſh may be un- 
G 1 ”deritood 
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” derſtood only of ſuch as was ſacrificed un- 
” to Idols; for words in Scripture uſually 
” areto be reſtrained unto the ſubje&t mat- 
” ter ſpoken of : and the meat and fleſh 
” here ſpoken of in the Context, was ſuch 
” ashad been offered unto an 1dol. 


* Secondly,Calviz reſolveth that 'tis an 

” Hyperbole : eſt, inquit, hyperbolica locutio, 

”” qi#14 vic poſſibile eſt, ut quis a carnibus tota 

' * vita abſtineat, ſi remaneat in communt Vt- 
"£t4, &c, | 


” Thirdly, Paul is to be underſtood, on- 
»ly upon ſuppoſition that the Goſpel 
” ſhould not be fully promulgated, and 
” Brethren ſhould remain uninſtructed con» 
”cerning the nature of Chriſtian Liberty z 
* for uſually *ris in this caſe only, that to 

”* eat fl2th involves in the guilt 'of an a&tive 

ve ” ſcandal : makes a Brother to offend. 
Ia.P* ”* But now if thy Brother refuſe, and con- 
33 ” temn information : the ſhelter of weak- 
' nels 15 ttereby taken from him, his judg- 

* ment being now overſhadowed no longer 

* with a meer weakneſs arifing out of fimple 

** Ignorance ; but with a proud, and way- 
” ward, it not envious and malicions per- 
- yerincls, that is accompanied with a groſs 
| wittal 
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.? wilful, and affected ignorance. He is 
” no longer then to be accounted a weak 
” one, but a proud and wilful one, and tor 
” his peeviſhneſs thou mayſt. chooſe whe- 
” ther thou wilt forgo thy Liberty. 


It appears therefore from Mr. Faxes 
( whoſe words I have thus largely recited 
becauſe of his Authority amonglt the Preſ- 
byterians ) that my Brethren are not eo n0- 
712, obliged to neglect Conformity becaule 
their Proſelyres may think fit to be offend- 
cd at them: but only (according to this our 
fourth Rule) they are ſo to manage their 
Submiſſion to the Church with ſuch a Chri- 
ſtian deportment, whereby it may appear 
to others as well as themſelves, that Con- 

' ſcience not Intereſt hath occaltoned their * 

Subſcription, 


Concerning which ({ that we may conli- 
der the Caſe in gezere deliberativo) with 
ſubmiſſion to men of better Judgments and 
Experience, 1 give my advice as tollow- 
cth : 

Firſt, That having firſt made a prirrate 
and humble Coxfeſioato Almighty Gud of 
their former Schi/zz ; they would then be 
perlwadzd to do it publickly To: the fatis- 

C4 - {ation 
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faQtion of the Church, Which having per- 
form'd, if their {ofe/or be tuil and fin- 
cere, they are then qualified tor Abſolution ; 
the likelieſt expedient to bring true Com- 
fort and SatisfaRion to their Souls, Pol. 
fibly this may ſeem a very difficult task to 


fleſh and blood , and, as ſuch,may be reject- | 


cd, not without ſome ſcorn, by my Byre- 
threx of the Separation. For, we are nei- 
ther careful betorchand (ſuch is the depra- 
veidneſs of our hearts) to do well: nor yet 


willing afterwards ( through the pride of 


our ſpirits) to acknowledge we have done 
amiſs. But let me tell them with all faith- 
ful plainneſs (for *tis no trifling about Eter- 
nity) That as he who conf ſſeth ; and forſaketh 
his Sin ſhall find Mercy, fo this Confeſſion 


mutt be in ſome meaſure proportionable to 


the Crimes committed, And therefore, 
though in $zzs of daily incurſion and weak- 

p:f; or even in greater wicteaneſſ when 
ſecretly managed, ſo that no great Scandal 
be occaſt oned to others ; in "ſuch a caſe, 
though it be ſuſhicient to cozfeſf immediatly 
to Almi 7hty God : yet as to Publick and 
Scandalous Sins I mult aſſure the *©m, That 
it is a fate and ſureRule (and I heartily 
wiſh 1t were pr:&ifed accordingly ) Pab- 


tick Sins 7 eq uire publick Confeffuen, 
Se- 
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24ly; That having thus made their Peace 
with Goa,they would then conſult the Peace 
of the Charch, by inſtructing their weak 
Brethren. T# comverſius, confirms Fratxes, 
is the Preacher's Mozzo, Which I do the 
more earneſtly preſs upon them, becauſe 
if any good my be done upon their poor 
| deluded Proſe/yzes,it is they that muſt do it; 

others being ſo tar excluded by Prejudice, 
that ſhould they expreſs themſelves with 
the greateſt perſpicuity that human Abilitics 
can furniſh chem withal ; nay, could they 
ſpeak not only with the Tongues of Mex, 
but even of Argels; yet their moſt con- 
vincing Inſtructions would no more pre- 
vail with theſe People, than the choiceſt 
Mufick can affect the Ear that is ſtopt up; 
or the moſt proper Phyſick operate upon 
him, that either cannot or will not take it. 


25 


I do therefore earneſtly beſeech my Bre- - 


thren, in the bowels and in the name of our 
Lord Feſus Chriſt, and by all the love they 
bear to God's holy Truth which they ſeem 
ſo much to ſtand for ; nay, I do even re- 
quire and charge them, as they will anſwer 
the contrary to God, the Church, and their 
own Conſciences; that they would approve 
themſelves faithful, by giviug their belt di- 

lIigence 
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ligence to inform the Fudements of others | zel 
(eſpecially thoſe that have their Perſons in | jc, 
Admiration ) concerning the nature and| ,, 
uſe of indifferent things : and (as'in love ws 
to their ſouls they are bound ) that they. Ea 
would not humour them in their perzicious| ſus 
Errors, nor ſuffer them to continue therein], 
for want of their Rebuke either in their] ,p,. 

ublick Teaching,or otherwiſe as they ſhall! g,.. 

ave opportunity thereunto, That if they! gy 
themſelves are perſwaded ( as I doubt not} g,, 
but many of them are) of the /awfu/neſs of} 
our Liturgy, the wearing of the Surphice,! ,,, 
kneeling at the Exchariſt, the Croſs atcer' , 
Baptiſm, with the reſt of our Conſtitutions; ,,.; 
that they would then be ſo candid and in- q, 
genuous, as by a free and publick, Declara- ,,,. 
tion of their minds, to remove thoſe unne-! ;, 
ceflary Scruples , which ( to promote their pru 
own private Iztereſts ) they had formerly! ſub 
cheriſhed and tomented, th 


M; 
ng 
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Thirdly , That having given this Satis- 
faftion to themſelves, and others ; they 
would then be careful to adorn their Pre- 
feſſion with a ſuitable Pradice. That having 
ſubmicted themſelves to the Government of ,xe 
the Church, they would do it chearfully, and 771, 
with a ready mind; zot grudginglyor as of #e- gy 

cefſity. 


| 
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's | ;efity. Wherein I cannot but occaſtonall 
IN | bewail the ſad condition of our Church , 
d | which is more betrai'd, hath receiv'd more 
© wounds, by her ſeeming Friends than o 

"f| Enemies, Men who ſerve not the Lord Fe- 
«| ſus Chriſt, but their own Bellies : who creep 
In!to the A/tay to devour her Morſels , as if 
it! they were only put into the Prieſts Office 
ul! for a piece of Bread. And that I may more 
| fully explain my ſelf, I intend. ſuch Per- 
X! ſons, who having ſubſcrib'd her Conſtituti- 
A! ons, and thereby given the higheſt aſſu- 
e' rance of their ſubmiſſion, can yet be ſo far 
a 1contradiction to themſelves, as out - of a 
#;: vain compliance with ſome People to de- 
1-' clare; That for their parts though they are 
A 
oy 


not fond of Conformity, ana.could heartily wiſh 

it had never been impoſed ; yet they think it 
it prudence ſo far to comply with the Times as to 
Ly! ſubmit to theſe things ; they having now no 
other way to l;ve, but by the exerciſe of their 
Miniſtry, To which Funition (the Times be- 
ing then more favourable)they were educated 
Y: gnd brought up. 


n And accordingly in praxi, when they 
X' are called to execute the Miniſterial Faun- 
c10n) it they may do it ſafely, and with- 
out Cenſure) *tis ordinary, without any 
6 remorſe, 
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remorſe, (to the great Scandal of poor 

ple, and the hardning them in their Errors/94: 
upon all occaſions to neglect the Cox te: In 
Hons of the Charch, e.g. It a zealuus Br tne 
ther (hall deſire to have his Chuld _y - 
without the ſign of the Croſs, it (hail rhe a 
very gravely be cenſur'd as a tufpicio ſpe 
practice, - and omitted accordingly. Ano} Mc 
ther perhaps is too ſtiff to kneel ar th Chi 
Gommunion, and delires to uſe his own Gel EY 
ſtare; he is readily told, he may do his pc wil 
ſure, And ſuitable to this: Though it Ce 
cannot be avoided but that the Prayers of 

the Church muſt be read : yet they are {6 1 
careleſly poſted over, that the Pcople ve: aig; 
ry eaſily underſtand : they are not per be 
form'd-as an a& ptD evotion, but rather a the 
an impoſed tas, which muſt of neceſſity be 
be firſt diſpatch'd, before the Service fat low 
- which they are met together can be duly ©? 
pertorm'd. All which, together with the wt 
reſt of their complying behaviour, dotl pIr 
tully OI this Obſervation of Mr. Bax A 
ter {Defence of th: Principles of Love,p.31) if 
I foreſaw how many pros aud $31 not 
that did conform with a gruioing Conſcienct, tru 
would ao more at laſt to undermine the Impoſe Wi 
tions, than the Wonconformiſts. This Wit tho 
nefs is truc:. and accordingly I have good Fa 

Warrant 


| 
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Iwarrant from the Apoſtle, to Rebuke thers 
r;lſharply, that they may be ſound in the Faith. 
ra o.dcr to- which I might juſtly aſſure 
;,.\them, That how-ever they may applaud 
:/themſclves with the title of Moderate Mer 
cs) (1 know it will not pleaſe them, but I muſt 
\y4 ſpeak it out, both for the Truths ſake and 
\o} theirs) They are the very peſt and bane of the 
1 Church : And it ever God ſhall open their 
| eyes (which is heartily pray'd tor) they 
-:} will then acknowledg, this is no invidious 

, Cenlure, but a very reaſonable Reflection. 
C, But TI willreſtrain my ſelf howſoever, I»- 
: dignation, though juſt, is not alwayes to 

be expreſt, The wrath of man worketh wot 


' the Righteouſn:f of God. In ſhort, it God 


Ve 
Cl: 


5 be God tollow him, but it Baal be Ged tol- 


Y low him, If Conformity be lawful, ſubmit 
ly fo it heartily and without reſpe&t, And as 
hs to thoſe falſe Brethren, who are brought in 
i} privily and unawares,to ſpy out our Liber- 
% ty which we have in Chriſt Jeſs, that tiiey 
i might bring us into bondage: to ſuch give 
; not place, no nor for an hour, that the 
truth of the Goſpe/ may continue with you. 

{ Why ſhould ye any longer be ſubject to 
thoſe Superſtitious Ordinances. Touch pot, 
taſte not, handle not, Wear not, Kneel not, 

| Croſs 


er ae 7 =>. 
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Croſs not * Stand faſt therefore inthe Liber- 
ty wherewith Chriſt hath made us free, ani, 
h not again intangled with the yoak of bon 
dage. | | 
But if Baal be God: If Conformity be 
unlawful, if having begd Direction from| 
the Father of Lights in hearty Prayer, and 
having uſed all moral diligence to ſatisfie 
your Conſciences, you cannot as yet be 
perſwaded of the lawtulneſs of it: O do 
not dare, for any outward reſpe& whatſo- 
ever, to go againſt the light and checks 0 
Conſcience, mod fit contra conſcientian 
edificat ad Gehennam,is a noted truth. 


When any of my Brethrey are con- 
vinc'd (as tis hop'd ſome of them may, ha: 
ving calmly conſider'd the true ſtate el 
things) let them obſerve theſe three Rules, 
and they may be confident, the Ignorance! 
or peeviſhneſs of others ſhall never inyolve 
them in the guilt of Scandal, 


} 
4 
bk 
: 
£ 
: 


Having thus diſpatch'd the firſt pare of 
my Aflertion, viz. That my Brethrens 
Contormity is not ſcandalors, as is pre- 
tended (which if it were, ſome of the four, 
Rules would certainly hold them, and you 
ſee upon Examination they have fairly e- 

ſcap'd 
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ſcap'd them all ) I now proceed to the ſe. 
cond Propoſal, viz, That they are highly 
puilty of that Scandal by their preſent $- 
lence,which by their Conformity they might 
eaſily avoid. Which is thus prov'd. Men 
are ſcandaliz'd (as I hinted before) when 
they are led, moved, or provoked unto 
Sin : But the Non-conformiſts by their pre: 
ſent Silence do lead, move and provoke 
their Proſelytes to Sin z Therefore,they are 
beyond excuſe guilty of Scandal, The 
Major Tam ſure will be granted. The 


' Mixer admits of this ſad Confirmation, + 


The N. C. do provoke their Proſelytes 
to fin theſe two wayes : Firſt, by Error in 
Fidgment. Secondly, by occafſtoning theth 


; tonepglect their Duty in Praxz. 


| Firſt, By an Erronecus Fudgment ;, in 


' condemning the Conſtitutions of the Church 


| as unlawful, upon which the holy Scripture 
| hath caſtno ſuch impurity, The ſad con- 


ſequents of which are vain Super/titions,un- 
charitable Gexſures, malicious' Reflections, 
bitter Contentions, contempt of Superiors, 
perplexities of Conſciexce , with many 0- 
ther Miſchiets, of which it were a happy 
thing for theſe Nations if the known no- 

tcd 


3I 


32 


F | 
The (aſe of 

red behaviour of the NVorconformeſts would | 
ſuffer us to be ignorant. Nor will it ad; 
vantage theirCauſe, as is uſual, to reply; 
That they meddle not with theſe things; | 
nor do they ever make it their deſign in 
any f their Sermons, to prove the unlaw-| 
fulneſs of them : For, © wid verba audiam 
cum falta loguuntur , Since their very Si- 
lence doth preach it,and that more effectu- 
ally than the beſt Arguments they can be 
able to produce. For their Proſelytes ( as| 
indeed moſt other men ) being led by Ex- 
ample more than Precept, and obſerving ſo| 
many Learned and Godly Divines (as Sol 
are pleaſed to call them ) to 'negle& theſe, 
Impoſitions : they are thence, as they think, 
vpon good grounds encouraged to pro 
nounce them unlawful, */ any-eoH 


| 


Secondly, By occafioning them to neg; 
lect their Duty in practice, Which ( to] 
omit Publick Prayers, and other Inſtances, 
that might eaſily be enforc'd ) doth too! 
ſadly appear in the Sacrament of the Loyas 
Supper : That it is as neceſſary as cither 


Preaching, or any other Duty of the Chyi- 


ſtian Oeconomy, is {o conteſſed a Truth, 


that no man who hath not renounc'd his 
Chriſtianity can have the confidence to de- 


ny 
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nyit, But alas! men are not ſo forward 
to perform known Duties as they ſhould 
be. And as to this Sacrament, there needs 
no other evidence of its negle&, than the 
bare confeſſion of the Criminals themſelves, 
who are ſo far from being aſhamed of ſuch 
omiſſion, that with no ſmall boaſting (as it 
they gloried in their Sin) they will vaun- 
tingly tell us: You may thank the Pr-/ats 
for this, who,by their rigorous Impoſition 


of thatgeſture of Kneeling, do drive well- 


diſpoſed Chtiſtians from the Table ot the 
Lord. 


But now, it theſe Proſelytes of” the Se- 
paration ſhould be examined ( and it is a 
warrantable Izquiſitios ) whence this Ge- 
ſture comes to be unlawful : their ultimate 
Reſolution is this ; That their Preachers 
(who they are confident have good Reaſon 
for their A&tions) have thought fit to for- 
bear it : which they are affur'd they would 
not do had they not ſufficient cauſe, though 
unknown to them, for ſuch their torbear- 
ance, Whoever theſe Preachers are ( be 
their Learning and Piety otherwiſe what it 
will) if having granted Kzzeling to be a 


lawful Geſture, they ſhall yet omit, eithec 


through Wegligence or Deſign, to —_— 
tNeLr 


33 


34 


The Caſe of 
their Proſelytes hercin ; When TI have firſt 
reminded them of that known Rule, ®z 
301 prohibet dum poteſf jubet : I mult then 
give it this ſad enforcement (and I beſeech 
God tkey may conſider it before it is too 
late) Whoſo ſhall offend one of theſe little ones 
which believe tm me, it were betier for him 
that a Milſtone were hanged about his neck, 
and that he were drowned in the depth of the 


Sea. Wo unto the World becauſe of Offences : 


for it maſt needs be that Offences come ; but 


wo to that man by whom the offence cometh, 
Mar. 18. 6, 7. 


And now good Chriſtian Reader, if thou 
art homo quadrats, pertetly even, and un- 
bycſs'd both in thy Fudement and” Affection, 
(chat is to ſay,neither pr-poſſeſſed with ſome 
falſe Principle to foreffal the one ; nor 
carried aſide with partiality for, or prejudice 
againſt, any Perſon or Party, to corrupt the 
other) judge I beſecch thee betwixt the 
Charch of England and theſe Diſſenters, 


Theſe men pretend, they cannot law- 
fully, and with a good Conſcience ſub- 
it to the ConTitutions of the Church. But 
ry all this niceneſs * Is there any Law, 
Fithcr xatural or poſitive ; which doth ei- 

| _ hee 
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ther direftly and in terminis, or by good Lo- 
gical Inference, and immediate deduction 
condemn any of them as unlawful? It fo; 
let ſuch Law be produc'd, and the Con- 
troverlie is itan end. But they have been 
ſo infinitely batted in ſuch yain attemprs ; 
that this procedure of late hath not bcen 
much pretended : but inſtead of fuch plain, 
and candid entertainment, we have been 
ſhaffled off with the empty pretences of an 
accidental nnlawfulneſs, arifing from the 
Diffatisfaction of their Proſe/yres, who yet 
imbibed thoſe Scruples from the repeated 
clamours of their now diſſenting Teachers, 


So thar in ſhort, the vizard being worn 
oft, the juggle is now very intelligible: and 
*tis plainly this, 


The Intereſt of theſe factious Preachers 
(riſing from an envious Deligg againſt the 
Church) did at firſt prejudice ſeyeral ho- 
neſt well-meaning People againſt her Coz- 
ſtitutions :- and now that very Prejud:ce is 
made the greateſt, I had almoſt ſaid the 
only Argument to perpetuate the Sch:ſm. 
Mult fe mutruo ſcabunt —- would give good 
occaſion for a Satyrical Reflection, Bui I am 


ſerious, 
D- 2 How 
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_ How they that are guilty of ſuch J7ypo- 
criſte.will be able to make anſwer for tucir 
in/incerity before the Tribunal of th- great 
7ndze ar_that h:5 Day (if yet they thitdo 
ſach things can. really believe there is any 
ſuch thing as. a Day of :Fudgment to come) 
T leave it to their own Juagments in this 
their day to conlider. 


Poſſibly their Lay-Proſelytes may here 
reply (for I obſerye, theſe People are very 
loth to yeeld, ſo long as they can find 
any thing to plead for chemſelves ) 


The ſecond Obj eitiom, under which is conſider- 
ed the Cale of Perſecution, 


On who are Schv/ars are enabled by 
| Sam Lozick to prove what you pleaſe, 
there being no Truth ſo. well eſtabliſh'd, 
winch may not (ſuch is the weakneſs of our 
apprehenfioffs) be very plauſibly contra- 
dicted. And therefore, though we are not 
avle to anſwer your Arguments, yet for 
our own parts we are much inclin'd to 
tzink, theſe Ceremonies are very dange- 
rous and unlawtul things, and that becauſe 
we obſerve fo many Learned and Godly Di- 
vin?s, who rather than they will defile 

_ them- 
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themſelves with ſuch Pollutions,: have not 
on'v ſufered joyfully the ſpoiling of their Goods 
(in being depnv. i of all tacir livelvhoods) 
but alſo Bends and Impriſonments, Baniſh- ** * 
ments and: athouſand other Indignities, 
to which a'Perſecuted Peoples uſually ex- _.. 
pos'd. And though at preſent ( thanks ._ 
to his Majeſtics late gragious lxanlgence) - 
the times look more favourably. upon 
them; yet they are ſtill .xeady.and pre; 
par'd, if Authority ſhall require at, to bear 
the ſame witneſs againlt theſe humane [z- 
ventions, by repcating their Sufferings  . -- 
which certainly ſach prudext. Perions 
would never do for a tew- Ceremonies (che 
cauſe of all this miſchiet ) were. they ſuch 
innocent things, as the Prelates, ang their 
* Agents have endcavoured to: perſwage us, 


* #T have formerly return'd a full, and I * Pref: t 
think ſatisfactory Anſwer ( for, it was never, 7»/crati- 
yet confuted) to this: plauſible Objection py 
which I think ſeaſonable: to repeat as tol- gh: bo. 
loweth, | 4» 

Anſwer, 


That which is ſaid in the firſt Place of 
their Learning and Pety, 1s not much to 
the purpoſe, 

Dy For 
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+ Sicet For Firſt, ſach pretences, being very ad- 
Ig; wantageous to any Cauſe whatſoever, are 
ex vrt- far more common then true. The tj} al- 
oe Par” rar fort ( who are chiefly .concerned in the 
"one Objection) ar Joes in theſe 
lms jection) areno competent Fudpes in 
xls Caſes, but much leſs in the former then the 
eftimat. Iatter.. But Secondly, granting them to be 
Cic. O- as Learned and Prove, as their admiring 
rat.l. Proſelytes can fancy, or my Charity could 
wiſhthem , yet we muſt remember, that 
the moſt Loarmed and Priors are but Men, 
and therctore do but tow in part, and are 
* Pref. be- ſandtified 1n part ; and (as the learned * Bp. 
fore Serm Sanderſon expreſicth it) By the power of 
Seas 6 Godlineſs in their Hearts are no more ſecured 
from the poſſibility of falling into Error throngh 
IJonorance, then from the poſſibility of falling 
into Sin through Infirmity , Which thould 
therefore prompt us, as the ſafeſt courſe, 
to guide our Actions, not by Example, 
which (through different Circumſtances) 
is various, and uncertain, but by Precept 
. which 15 ſure and fixt ; not tohave mens 
Perſons in fuch Aamiration, as to embrace 
tzeir Opintons 'and Pradctiſes againſt the 
Light ot Scripture, and Kight Reaſon, 


But Thirdty, if Learning and Picty muſt 
paſs tor 4-gamerts (which yet they will * 
| not, 
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not, it being nogood Conſequence, ſuch 
a Learned and P:0es Man, or ſuch a learned 
and pious Company of Men holds this Op:- 
nion, therefore 'tis true yet) I ſay if theſe 
mult be urg'd for Logick (though Compa- 
riſons are harſh, and for the molt part odi- 
ous) I think it might eafily appear, with- 
out diſparagement be it ſpoken, That 
there are as Honeſt, Religious, Zealous 

ood Men, that have willingly and chear- 
tully ſubmitted ro the Church of England, as 
the beſt of chem all that have oppos'd the 


ſame, 
Our Pious Fore-fath-rs (to whom under 


God, we owe the purity of our Religion, and . 


ſome of which embrac'd a Stake) had more 
moderate apprehenſions, than the preſent 
Generation. 

For, when the Tyranzy of the Church of 
Rome had forc'd them to a Separation (and 
that in Obedience to God, who commands 

us neither co believe Lies, nor to commit 
$2, neither of which they could avoid by 
continuing in Communion with her) though 
they left many of her Ceremonies ( the 
number of them being great and burthen- 
ſome) yer they thought fit to retain ſome 
others of them, and that tor Order aud De- 


cency in the Service of God. 
”. D4 It 
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If it be replyed,as uſually it is, That the 
Reformation (being carried on by thoſe that 
were 6{uoax Is wy made of the ſame Cla;, 
and {ubjcd to the like paſſions with others) 
was at beſt but ſmall and perfect, it be- 
ing beyond the wit and power of Man, ei- 
ther to f,refee, 'or remove all Inconverien- 
cies on a ſudden, and theretore, tizat it wis 
the Duty of After-Ages, to perfect and 
complete what they had ſo happily begun, by 


re:yoving this Rubbiſh out of the Houſe of 


God. To this I Anſwer, 


That the Topick of Reformation, is be- 
yond my aefige ; onely this by the by, I 
with that Proteſtants, of whatſoever Per- 
ſwation, would be more ſparing in their 
Kefi-ions upon our fliit Reformers , for 
beiides the advantage that is hereby given 
to the Romſh Party, we ought to conſider ; 
That Abuſes are eaſier complain'd of, than 
redrefi'd, and poſſibly, had the Men of this 
Age been in their ſtead, and under the 
ſame Circumſtances, 1 do much queſtion 
( it we may take an eſtimate by their late 
TraniaGQions ) whether they would have 
brought the Work to ſo good an Iffue, as 
through God's Bleſling they then did, Bur 
no More of this, ow 


"Tis 
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'Tis ſufficicnt for my preſent purpoſe ; 
That fince the cauſe of their Separation 
from Rome, was to avoid her Pollutions, 
'tis evident ; that theſe Ceremonies which 
they thought fit to-retain, were, in their 
Judgment, no part of them, oryany other 
way unlawful ; the which, it my diſſeting 
Brethren will but grant, ( not tv talk'now 
of their 77-xpedtence, of wich, neither they 
nor I muſt be Judges ) as it is a fair ſtep 
to end our D#fferezces, ſo it hence avoid- 
ably follows , That if ſome Pious Men 
have refus'd the Ceremonies, others of as 
oreat Pi:ty have conform'd to them , if ſome 
Learned have diſputed , others as Learned 
have defended, whic!: may for ever filence 
that Branch of the ObjeQion, viz. The 
Learning and Piety of their Parties, 


Nor is there much more weight in that 
other part of the Objeition, (drawn from 
their Perſecutions and Sufferings ) which 


comes now to be confidered. 


A Pretence indeed very plauſible and po- 
pular ; for befides its ſubtile Infinuations 
upon a natural ſcore, ( we being all ob- 
liged by that common bond of Humanity, 

tO 
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x compaſſionate thoſe that are in any mi- | 


ſery and trouble, witneſs thoſe uſual re- 
ſeatments even tor a Thict upon the Gal- 
lows) it hath this further advantage ; That 
where-ever in Scriptare the word Perſecu- 
#0x is mentioned , and that either with 
ſome Promiſe annex'd for the ſupport of 
Ged's People (who otherwiſe might deſpond 
yader ſuch gloomy diſpenſations ) or of 
ſome Fudgment denounced, to reſtrain the 
fury of their Perſecuters : I ſay, whereſo- 
ever ſuch paſſages occur ( as they do fre- 
quently in Holy Writ) they have learned 
the Art (by impoling upon a Credulous 
Folgar ) to make the World believe, that 
they are thoſe perſecuted Saints, for whom 
thoſe Promiſes are recorded, and that all 


ſuch perſons as are any way employed ' 


( though in Obedience to Authority ) to 
ſuppreſs them , are Perſecutina Wretches, 
on whom, ſooner or later, all thoſe Fudg- 
wents threatned ſhall certainly be i»flidted, 


I ſhall not in the leaſt offend them with 
any harſh Iggedtives ( ſuch Reflections, 
though ſome eaſe indeed to a burthened 
mind, being very little to the Subſtance of 
a Caule) bur ihall only beg their —_— 

an 


un 
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' and Charity, whilſt I endeavour to unde- 


ceive chem, by aſſuring them in. plain Eng- 
liſh (what without Repentance, they will 
one day find true) That they are net Per ſe- 
ented- as Saints, but puniſhed as Malefators, 


And thisI ſhall (though God's aſſiſtance) 
undeniably prove in this Method, 


r, By fixing the Notion. in laying down 
a clcar and diſtin&t dfenitior of Perſecution. 


2. By conſidering, how far thoſe preſent 
Sufferizgs, to which our Nonconformiſts are 
obnoxious, do agree with it, or differ from 
It, | 
: Perſecution for Religion (for. of ſuch ons 
ly Inow treat) may not unfitly be thus de- 
ſcribed. | 

"Tis an eager wiol-nt infliting, of outward 
temporal Ewvils, for the exerciſe of true Keli» 

for. 


I call it eager w10lept inflicting ' fo the Lar. 
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* Perſequor, and the Gr. 4 1G do fully *+. e. cor- 
denote ; they both ſignifie ſo to follow, as t1-%e ſex 
continu4- 
to mort ſequor , inimico affefize inſequor , continuo, «ſſi4uF 
quero. Mart, Lex. Philologs Þ i &. X&TXARufeava Þtv- 
YOVTO, YH Y02THT GEKA £Y KNLLAHE, z, $i ye! pid PLUS» 
Heſychiu s. 
Z a 
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a Hunter doth his Prey, who purſues it till | le 
he takes it. ul 


- But becauſe theſe terms eager and w20-| th 
(ext, do only agree to one ſort of Perſecu- | H 
zon, viz, that which is furious and raging, | tu 
( it being ſometimes more mild and mode- | ca 
rate) on ſince definitions do expreſs the | ci 
#ature, but not the degree of the thing de- | ar 
fin:d (as when we define Calor, we take no | pr 
notice of it in ſms) I ſhall therefore omit 
theſe words eager and violext, and then the 
Definition ( 1 ſuppoſe unqueſtionably ) | ex 
ſtands thus: | 


Perſecution is an inflicting of outward tem- | 
poral Ewvils, for the exerciſe of true Religion, | ed 


Outward temporal Evils] either upon the | nc 
Boay, as Baniſhment, Impriſonment, Tor- | an 
tures, Death; or upon the Eftate, as Pe- | (t 
cuniary Mulcts, Confiſcation of Goods; | /f/ 
or upon Reputation and Good Name,as Slan- | ne 
derings, Revilings, Reproachful Speeches., | ev 


For the exerciſe of true Religion ] which | ar 
is the Ratio formal:s, the con{titutive diffe- | be 
rence, . whereby Perſecutiox is diſtinguiſhed | as 
f:0mall other violences whatſoever, ow O\ 

ct 
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| let the greateſt Reproaches and Indignities, 


uſher in the molt exquiſite Tortures, and 
thoſe be concluded by a Death as cruel, as. 
the utmoſt Malice on Earth,-or Fury in 
Hell can contrive ; yet unleſs theſe Tor-. 
tures be eo »omine inflicted, for the ſake and 
cauſe of Rel7gion, we may call them mer- 
cileſs, inhumane, unatural Crxelries, (or 
any ſuch like name as can moſt fitly ex- 
preſs them) but not Perſecution, "= 


By Relioion, (that Tmay yet more fully 
explain the Definition) I mean the Worſhip 
of God ; by true Religion, the worſhipping 
of him according to his Will ; the w ich 
Will (though heretofore variouſly deliver- 


ed,and in different Diſpenſations, yet thoſe 


extraordinary wayes of Conveyance being 
now ceaſed ) it hath pleaſed the Goodneſs 
and Wiſdom of God to deliver in Writing 
(by the Miniſtry of the Prophets and Apo- 
files ) in thoſe Books which, by way of emi- 
nency,we call the Scriptures. So that what- 
ever Waxſhip is not according to theſe holy 
Oracles, is not true and acceptable, but falſe 
and vain: Invatn do ye worſhip me, &c. It 
being an undoubred Truth ; That God hath 
as much right to appoint the way of his 
own Worſhip, as to be worſhipped. 
There 
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There are moreover, we know, ?wo parts 
of Religion ; Credenda, Agenda, Truths to 
be believed, and Duties to be performed, 
in ordet to Salvation; and in both theſe, the 
Scripture is our Rule and Direction, 


He therefore that is puniſhed, either for 
believing thoſe Truths, or for doing thoſe 
Datics, the belief and performance ot which 
holy Scripture requir«th of him ; or he that 
is puniſhed, for not belteving thoſe things 
as Truths, which are but talſities and /tes, 
or for ot 40ing thoſe things as Duties, that 
are finfu! Fa, unlawful, he, 1 fay, who is 
puniſhed upon theſe accounts, 1s properly 
perſecuted, | 

The C aſe then about Perſecution, as 1t re: 
ſpecs the Nonconformiſts, is briefly this : 


If thoſe Inftarces,for which they are pu- 
niſhed, be no way required of them in holy 
Scripture, either for belicf, or practice ; 
and if ir ſhall appear, upon enquiry, that 
the Church of Ex:land requires nothing of 
them, that is zz fide erroneous, or in fails 
impious ; if (he neither enjoyns th-m to 
believe Lies, nor to commit any Sz ; if 
nor ſo, nor- 1c, let the World then judzt 

where 
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| where the fault lies ; and who they are,thar, 


without Rep.cn-ance, muſt one day Azſwer 
(which I fear is now lutle thought on) for 
al! choſe Separations and Diviſions in the 
Church, ail thoſe Diſtraitions, Confuſions, 
Wars, Murders, Rapines, &«. (the. natural 
Conſequents of the former ) in the State, 
which theſe poor miſerable divided King- 
doms have ſo ſadly experienc'd, 


'Twill be replyed, (and I find it no un- 
uſual Plea) That Preaching and Praying are 
neceſſary Duties ; But they are puniſhed for 


Preaching and Praying ; Therefore they are 


puniſhed for performance of Religious Duties, 
and conſequently ( according to the now men- 


| tioned definition) ave perſecuted. 


- 
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They tell us, * There are certain inof- *Prop.for 
fenſroe perſons, and they (meaning their Ru- Safety of 
lets) have really no more againſt them, only _ 
that they meet, and pray aud pre ach topet her. —_ om 
Innocent folks, who are dragged to Priſon for © 
abing nothing in earneſt, but endeavouring to 


ſave their Souls, 


That I may, if poſſible, convince my Bre- 
thren. of the weakne's and vanity of this 
Plaufibl: Argument - Tie g1vVe them my An- 

| ſwer 
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wer ( T hope methodically and clearly) in 
theſe tollowing Concluſions, 


Concl. 1. 


By Preaching and Praying ( as they are 
the Subject of our preſent Diſquiſition ) is 
meant the performance of them in pablick, 
ot in private ; this latter being /:bere ob- 


ſervattonis, ſince every man ( of what per- 


ſwaſion ſoever) may not only pray w th his 
own Family, whez and how he pleaſeth, but 
alſo preach or inſtru& them (and that with- 
out tear of puniſhment) in' what manner he 
thinks ht. 


Concl.2. 


In Prexchins and Pray'ng there ts conſt 


derable, Subſtantia & Circumſtantie, Kes & 


Modus ;, the ſubſtance of the Duty, or tht | 
thing to be perform'd, and the C ircumſtances, 


or Manner of its performance. 


Preaching and Praying, quoad ſubſtantiam, 
are neceſſary, neceſſitate Precepti c> Meat, 
i. e, God hath Commandaed, and the conditr 
on of the Churcn(whilſt Milirant (> 2 v14) 
doth require.that theſe Dutics beattended. 

Not 


| 
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.Nor is the Subſtance only, but alſo the 
Circumſtances of theſe Duties in Thejt, and 
in the general zeceſſary, ze. when theſe Du- 
tics are conſidered in ad# exercito, when- 
ever they are put into pradice, we muit 
neceſſarily make uſe ot Circumſtances,ſome 
or other, | 


Concl. 3: 


Theſe Circumflances (however in Theft 
neceſſary) in Hypotheſi and in Particular, 
are not determined in Scripture ; (which, I 
do not mean as to their Lawfulneſs, but 
as to their being Datics) if they be, there 
mult then be produc'd ſome .clear and di- 
ſtint Precept, perpetually obligatory to 
the. Church, requiring our obſervance of 
ſuch or ſuch Circumſtances ; for this, and 
nothing elſe, though other things are pre- 
tended) can conſtitute a Religious Duty. 
Thus , though Prayer be a Duty, yet 


- whether it be a Ser Form, or Extemporary * 


The Mzxifter, whether habitcd in a Sr- 
plice, or without? His . Geſture, whether 
kneeling, or ſtanding © The P/a2ce, whe- 
ther in a Desk, or at the Communion Ta- 
ble, or at both * $9 for Preachixg, wither 
12 a Gown, a long Cloak or a thort * How 

E many 
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many Sermons in one day, whether three | 
or two, or but oxe ; Iſay, none of theſe, or 


ſuch like, are determined in Scr:pture-to 
be our Duties ; thoſe who aſlert they are, 
muſt produce the Command making them to 
be ſuch ; for Duty and Comn:end ,. have a 
neceflary Reſpect and Relation to one an- 
other. 

Concl. 4. 


Theſe Circumſtances (though ſtill free and 
indifferent quoad naturam, being neither 
commanded nor forbidden yet ) muſt not be 
left undetermined quoad uſum ; z. e, Pri- 
vate perſons muſt not be left ar liberty, to 
do what they think fit in Circumſtantials, 
as if an Agreement in Subſtantials onely 
were ſufficient z ſo as if there..be bur 
Preaching and Praying ; if theſe Duties 
be but pertormed, one man may uſe a Set- 
Form, another way pray extempore , this 
Miniſter may wear the Swurplice, whileſt his 


Neighbour rejects it as Popiſh and Apti- 


chriſtian. Does not any man ( who hath 
not enſlaved his Reaſoz to ſupport a Fadt;- 
ez) very ealily obſerve, that the bare men- 
tion of tliis Fancy, ſuch I am forced to 


| call it, is its own Confuration 2 was it ever 
ſo much as t-2ught on, but in the hear of a 
Diſpute? | 


| 


| 


| 
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Diſpute ? Did ever any Conſtituted Chufth 
in the World allow ſuch Liberty 2 Are 
not my Brethres themſelves convinc'd of 
the contrary ? It they deny it,l could very 
ealily refreth their Memories in fo obvious 
a Theam ; I could turn them to their D;- 
rectory , and their Ordinances to enforce 
it, cc. but I ſpare them, In ſhort, 
* There is ſcarce any difference ſo ſmall and \* 9: 
inconfiderable,but the aruulging and propaga- Peas 
ting of it, may prove dangerous and pernici- nu eh, 
ous, and in the event intolerable ; Therefore p. _ 
to allow private perſons the Liberty, to 
order thele Circumſtances in the publict 
Worſhip ( pro modulo Conſcientie ) as their 
own Conſcience ( perhaps humour or in- 
tereſt) ſhall diate, is the ready way to 
deſtroy all Order and Government in the 
World. 

Well then, to riſe yet a little higher, 

Since it is neceſſary that there mu{t be 
ſome (zrcamſtances made uſe of in the ex- 
erciſe of theſe Duties, Preaching and 
Praying , (it being —_—__ to perform 
any Action, and therefore Religious Acti- 
on, without them ) and ſince Scripture 
hath determined nothing, either by requir- 
ing ſome as zeceſſary, or forbidding others 

| = 3 as 
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agunlawful : and ſince to leave themun- 


determin'd (for private Perſons to do what: 
ſeems good in their own bye is apparent- | 


ly deſtructive both ro Church and Stare z 
What can more naturally follow than this 
That they muſt be determined by the S#- 
pream Magiſtrate ; who by the Advice of 
his Eccleſtaſtical Council, his Convocation, 
(as in Seculars by his Parliament) may ap- 
point the performance of theſe, and other 
Religious Duties in ſuch a manrey, as is 
moſt agreable to that Apoſtolical-Canon : 
Let all things be done decently and in ordey, 

l RR therefore to my fifth Conclu- 
fion, which is this : 


Concl. 5. 


The Supream Magiſirate muſt determine 


what Circumſtances ſhall be uſed in the Wor- | 


ſhip and Service of God, The which Con- 
cluficn, I ſhall rather ſuppoſe than prove 
not that I think it of leſs truth or certainty 
than the reſt, but becauſe. our Divines, 
not only Epiſcopal, but alſo the difſenting 
Partics (with whom I am nbw treating) 
| ave perform d it with ſo much plainneſs 
and jatistaction to my hand, 


And 


4 ut 1 . 
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And though I might colle&t whole Fo- 


' lamns from their Sermons, and other Trea- 


tiſes to confirm this Truth, yet to relieve 
my ſelf from the drugery ot tranſcribing, 
(which is no pleaſing task) and to give eaſe 
to my Reader, I (hall only refer him co ſome 
Places in the Collections of a Book call'd 
Toleration Diſapprov'd, &c. which it he 

leaſe to turn to, and read (as they are 
cited in the * Margin) he will do me great 
right, and himſelf no diſpleaſure, 


From which Places it evidently ap: 
pears, That the Magiſtrate us both Cuſtos 
and Yindex utriuſq; Tabulz. That the Ex- 
amples of the Kings of Iſrael and Fudah, may 
ſuſficrently warrant and encourage all Religt- 


ous Magiſtrates, to reform and ſettle Religi- 


| en in one Uniform way, and take care that all 


under the Government, ſhould all ſerve the 
Lord with one ſhoulder, this being not a Ty- 
ranny over men, but the Priviledge of the 
Goſpel. That they muſt take a courſe, that 
Chriſtians may live a quiet aud Peaceable 
life in Godlineſs and honeſty, not in Strife and 
Contention, which how they thall be able 
to perform, if every man (concerning theſe 
Circumſtances) may hold what he pleaſe, 
aud Publiſh and Preach what he holds, 1 am 

+ not 
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not able to imagine. Theſe and many the 
like Paflages (fome of which I have now 
given you ia their own words)you will find 
in the forecited places ; from whence I 
Ces / © think it is plain, + That where the Doctrine 
"ve" ol Diſcipline of th: Church doth not, or can- 
not prevail, the Mag. ftrate muſt interpoſe his 
Coercive Power, for reſtraint or Remedy. 

Which leads me to tne fixth Concl. 


has tt. o=«& ww a 


Concl. 6. 


There muſt be Ficcl, Laws, Canons, or 
Conſtitutions maar, for the aue ordering of 
theſe Circumſtazces. 


Much I grant hath been obje&ted by my 
:Nentino Brethren againſt theſe Conſtituti- 
ons, both in Theſe, againſt all Eccl. Laws 
in gezeral, and in Hypotheſi, againſt theſe of 
our own Church in particular, 


As to the f/# ( for the latter is beyond 
my d-{:>ne) 1 chink it would puzzle the 
moſt judicious D:ſſexter, to give a ſolid 
ſatisfactory Account, why the Supream 
Power may make Laws to determine In- 
afferent Circumſtances in Temporals, and 
not in Sprrituals ; they being both liable 

Un. 
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(in my apprehenſion) to the ſame D#ffical- 
ties and Inconveniences, and if the latter be 
exploded, the former (ſuppoſing they are 
faithful to their Principles) will very hard- 
ly b e defended, 


Concl. 7. 
Theſe Ecel. ' Laws when rightly made and 


conſtituted, are obligatiry, and muſt be obey'd. 


TheReaſon ts, Becauſe Obedience to law- 
ful Authority iz /icitis & honeſtis, is a 
duty, which God in his holy Word requi- 
nthof-us. Now that is lawful, and con- 
ſequently the 4:b/t2 materia of any humane 
Conſtitution, Ecclcfiaſtical or Civil, which 
is not contrary to any former obligarion. 


Unleſs therefore the matter of thele Con- 
| ſtitutions, or the thing which they r2quire 


us to perform, can be evine'd (by good 
Logical Deduction) to be contrary to Gods 
Will Revealed in Scri; prure, there remains 


nothing but Obedience, not only Paſſive, 


chearfully o_ quietly (without murmur- 
ings and revilings) ſubmitting to the Pu- 
niſbment but alſo AZive by | a ready per- 
formance of the thing commanded ; though 
poſſidly ir might be thought very inconve- 
nicnt, as being contrary 1 to Edu:ation, Cu- 
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tome, Intercſs and Advantage in the Worlg, 
and the like. And therctorc, 


Conc], 8. 


We being not (even the beſt of us all) over- 
ready.in this great Duty off Obedience, There 
are Penalties annexed to theſe Eccl, Conſt. 
(a5 well as to other Laws) to frighten 125 into 
our Duty. Such is the corruption and ful.- 
bornneſs of our natures, and ſo little are we 
affefted with the Obligations of Conſci- 
ence, that it is morally impoflible for the 
moſt wholcſcme Laws to obtain their End, 
without the Addition of Civil Sax:oxs to 
enforce them. For, if the Laws of God, 
which are holy, juſt and good, and every 
way periect (they being i contrivance of 
infinite W:{de-me and Goodneſ, 5) if theſe are 
contemned and neglected, and (and as ſad 
ExXPCerience proves it) dayly caſt behind 
our backs, when the obſervance of them is 
inconſiſtent with ſome Bruitiſh Pleaſure ; 
no wonder if the Laws of Me», (who not 
only, many times, want Wiſdom tocontrive, 
but alſo Goodneſs to deſign what is moſt 

rofitable for their People) 2 ſay, no won- 
der if theſe be rather quarrel'd with and 
diſpured, than ſubmitred to and obey'd. = 
As 


| 
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As therefore the infinite Majeſty of Hea- 
ven, hath enforced the obſervance of his 
Commands, by a ſuitable propoſal of Re- 
wards and Puriſhments ; ſo itis the Duty of 
Inferior Legiſlators, to be a Puaiſhment to 
evil doers, anda praiſe to thein that do well. 
Therefore, 


Concl. 9. 


The Supream Magiſtrate, in infliting 
theſe Penalties, 1.C. 17 puniſhing the Offen- 
ders againſt his Conſtitutions, doth execute 
Fuſtice, and perform his Duty. 


The end and deſign of Goyernment, is 
Salus Publica, it is to take care, xe quid de- 
trimenti capiat Communitas, or in the Apo- 
ſtle's phraſe, That we may live a quiet and 


peaceable life, in all Godlinefi and Honeſty. 


This is the End. 


And ſince no End can be attained, but 


| by adue and effetual Application of pro- 


per Means,we cannot but in Reaſon grant, 
that the Magiſtrate may employ ſuch Me- 
ditm's as are moſt conducive to his deſired 
Exd. Amongſt which, this certainly is not 
the leaſt conliderable, (and without wine, 
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all” Government is but precarious) 7z, 


A removal of whatſoever is hurtful and de- 
ſtruftrve to his Society. 


Now fince the publick allowance, of dif- 
ferent Opinions, and Practices about Cir. 
cumſtantials in Religion (particularly about 
Preaching and Praying) doth narurally im- 
prove into contentious Diſputes, and thoſe 
Diſputes, if not reſtrain'd, break out into 
Givil Wars, for * Mep will at laſt take up 
Swords and Spears inſtead of Pens ;, and de- 


e/arePar fend by Armes what they cannot do by Argu- 


1644.0.36. MENTS. Since things are thus, *'Tis at leaſt - 


Prudence, it not Duty, in the Supream 
Power, to remove the Occafion of this 
Raine, by enjoyning the Publick Practice 
of theſe Duties in one Uniform way ; That 
all his Subjets may ſpeak the ſame thing , 
and that there be no Diviſions among ſt them, 


 perfedtly joyn'd together in the ſame mind, atid 


in the ſame judoment, 


If therefore upon inquiry it do appear ; 
That the Magi/trate hath Power to tnake 
Conſtitutions, tor the better ordering of 
thoſe Circumſtances, about which Scripture 
hath derermind nothing, whether we muſt 
uſe or not uſe them; and if Offenders 

againſt 


SCANDAL” 


apainſt theſe Corſtitutrons are juſtly puniſh- 
able, it undenyably follows ; that in pu- 
niſhing ſuch Violaters of his Laws, *the 
Magittrate doth not Perſecure,but execute 
Juſtice, and that thoſe Perſons who are thus 
refleQed upon,are not Perſecuted as Saints, 
buc' Puniſh'd as Malafattors. The very 
Caſe of our Nonconformiſts here in England, 


The Summary of theſe Gonclufions (that 
my Reader may the better apprehend them 
to be both Conſequext and Evzgent) is this, 


Preaching and Praying are neceſſary Du- 
ties, Which cannot be performd without Gir- 
cumſlances, Theſe are not determin'd inScrip- 
ture, Nor muſt be left undetermin'd, There- 


fore by the Supream Magiſtrate, Who to effett 


this makes Laws and Conſtitutions; Theſe 
have penalties amnexed to be inflicted on the 
Diſobedient, The inflictiongf theſe Penalties 
is the execution of Fuſtice,1nd the Magiſtrates 
Duty, But no Perſecution, Therefore thoſe 
Perſons that ſuffer theſe Peralties are not i1- 


Jariouſly Perſecuted, but juſtly puniſh'd. 
Quod erat Demonſtrandum. 


I cannot at all doubt, but the weakneſs 


of 
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of my Brethrens Argument (to any unpre- 


judic'd Reader) begins now to appear. 
However, I will repeat their Syllogiſme 
once more, and then let the World judge 
who is in the Rzghr, 


Preaching and Praying are neceſſary 
Dates. 
But N, C, are puniſh'd for Preach- 
ing and Praying. 
Therefore They are puniſh'd for neceſſary 
uties, 
and conſequently are perſecuted, 


] Anſwer Firſt, by diſtinguiſhing the Major, 


Preaching and Praying quoad Subſtant:- 
ar, are neceſſary Duties, #. e. Its neceſſa- 


ry that theſe Duties be perform'd. @uoad ' 


Circumſtantias, they are not neceſſary, z. e. 
though theſe Duties be perform'd, yet it is 
not neceſſary to perform them in ſuch or 


ſuch a manner.” Thus though Prayer be ne- 


ceſlary, yet that it ſhould be Extemporary, 
or without a Forms, is not neceſſary; or that 
the Miniſter ſhould be without a Surplice,is 
not neceſſary. 


So tor Preaching, though it be a Duty, 
yct 


| 
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yet to preach or hear a Sermon in a Conven- 
zicle of two or three Thouſand, or to expoſe 
my ſeli to Swfferings, and perhaps, a long 
Impriſonment, to the negle&t of my Pro- 
/eſſion, and thence the ruine of my Family, 
for which lam bound to provide. I ſay, 
to throw my ſelt upon all theſe inconve- 
niencies, only to hear a Sermon from A. B, 
or C.D. when I may ſafely hear a. much 

- better from an Orthodox Miniſter, is ſo far 
from being neceſlary, that it may juſtly be 
ſaid, Who hath required theſe things at your. 
hands ? ; 


Secondly, 1 Anſwer, by denying the 
Mitzor ; which is utterly falſe and uncrue. 
They are not puniſhed for Preaching and 
Praying (they being puniſhable for their 
neglect) but they are puniſhed for not ob- 
ſerving thoſe C:rcumſtances about Preach- 
ing and Praying, which Authority requireth 
of them ; or they are puniſhed tor not per- 
forming theſe Duties in ſuch a manner as 
their Governors require ; or more plainly 
yet, they are puniſhed for not obſerving, 
and ſubmitting to thoſe Conſtitutions, which 
their Governours have Eſtabliſhed, for the 

| better ordering of theſe Duties. The Ob- 
ligation of which Conftitmions (becauſe 


they 
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becauſe they are much oppos'd) I'le endea- 
your to confirm by this one' Conſideration. 
Bonum non oritur niſft ex integra Gauſa, 
There muſt be a concurrance of all requiſite 
Conditions ro make a thing good. Now 
the Conditions required to the V alidity of 
a Law, are' not unduly expreſt by the 
four (anſes , Efficient, Material, Formal, 
Final; and, That Law which is not De- 


fectivein 'any one of theſe, is Falid and 


Obligatory, But ſuch tare the Conſtitutions 
of the Church of 'Exg/azd. Therefore; &c, 


I. Refpettu Cauſe Efficientis, there 1s 
ſufficient Authority and LegiſlativePower. 
2. Reſpeitu Materie, the things enjoyn'd 
arenot unlawful, as being contrary to any 
Law, any formal Obligation. 3. Reſpeitu 
Forme, there is ſufficient Promulgation. 
4. Reſpeitu Fints,/Publick Peace and Safc- 
ty, (by reſtraining Diſorders, Tumults, 
Contentions, which might ariſe from Dit- 
formity in Worthip ) is the very Reaſon 
and End of their being enacted, 


Ob'eR. 


Bit is zot Conſcience violated, 1nd Chri- 


ſhan Liberty i»frizged by theſe Eccleſiaſtical 


Con- 
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ſtitutions, ſince they determines. preciſely 
ad unum 2 the uſe of indifferent things, 
which God and Chriſt have left free ad utrum- 
libet 2 


Anſw. I Anſwer, (referring . my. Rea- 
der for farther Satisfa&tion to Biſhop Sex- 
derſons ſeventh Sermon ad Pop, pag. 384+) 
Thar there is no Subject of Exg/and (what- 
ever is pretended to the contrary) but hath 
the Liberty of his Conſctence x or, (to ſpeak 
more intell;gibly) may worſhip God ac- 
cording to his Conſcience, 2. e. in ſuch a 
way and manner as his Coxſcience (hisjudg- 
ing Faculty) judgeth moſt acceptable ; 
provided alwayes, that he keep his Opini- 
ons to himſelf, or to his Family, and make 
them a Rule only for his own private Pra- 
dice: But if ſuch a Man will go pabliſh his 
Opinions, and entangle the Conſciences of 
others, and ſeek to draw Diſciples after 
him, and make a Party, and cauſe Divi/i- 
ons and Diſſentions amongſt his Majeſties 
Subjects, and trouble the Pablick,he is to be 

reſtrain'd, he is not to be tolerated. 


. * Mr. Ca- 

Obje&. * Will you allow the Magittrate to my”, Ser. 
Tyrani "F e before the 

yranize over mens Conſciences py aan oa 
cemb, 25, 
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Ariſw. *By nomeans; But I believe it | 


is the Duty of Magiſtrates to keep men 
* from infecting their Subjects with Soul.- 
© deſtroying Errors, If thou haſt an Here- 
© tical Opinion, have it to thy ſelf, and the 
© Magiſtrate will not, nay, cannot meddle 
© with thy private Conſcience. But it thou 
© laboureſt to infe& others,with chy Grace- 
« deſtroying- Opinions, I doubt not but the 
* Magiſtrate is bound to keep thee from 
© ſpreading thy Infeftion to the. undoing 
of the Souls of his Subje&ts, It he may 
<lawfully ſhut up a man that hath the 
f Plague upon his body,” that he may nor 
*infect others; Why not a man that hath 
* the Plague of Herefie upon his Soul, that 
© ſo he may not deſtroy the Souls of Thou- 
*ſ3nds 2 Shall a Maſter in a Family have 
* power to put away a Servant that is 
*tainted with a groſs Opinion, and yet not 
< be called a- Tyrant over that Servants 
* Conſcience 2 And ſhall not the chief Ma- 
© oiſtrate of a Kingdom have Power to put 
© out of his Kings (at leaſt to ſhut -up 
© from doing hurt) one that is his Subjed, 
« and polluted with Blaſphemous, Herett- | 
© cal Idololatrical Opinions ? Is not the 
e Kingdom the Magiſtarates Houſe and Ft | 
© mily © | 
| < Theſe 
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© Theſe are the. means that are ty be 
© uſedto cure the diſtractions of Exg/and. 
*The Lord give us grace to put them in 
* practice, 


But this and the other Party will reply , 
That theyare neither Heretical nor Turbu- 
lent ; and therefore what 1s all chis diſ- 
courſe to them © 


I Anſwer, No man muſt be Judge in his 
own Cauſe, every man therefore is to be 
ſuppoſed ſuch; that (when his place re- 
quires it) refuſeth (by publick Oaths, Sub- 
ſeriptions, and. Declarations) to give the 
Magiſtrate aſſurance that he is Orthodox 
and Peaceablc. 
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} 


* « Poſſibly they will all ſay; They are *Mr.New- 


© of the ſame Opinion with the Reformed- - 


cr 


men 
2, rt 


© Chutches in Fundamentals as well as we, _ - 
. . 5 - 


© and their differences are but in m/zutiort- , 
©b4z. Now ſuppoſing this to be true (as it 
© may be in ſome of them) why do they then 
©tranſgreſs the Apoſtle's Rule'? why do 
*-they not, if it be in mattets of leſſer mo- 
© ment wherein they differ from us,why do 
© notthey keep their Opinions private, and. 
# have their Faith unto themſelves. betore. 
2 "' TO: 


o, 


66 


"Ut ſupra 
p-21. 


The Cafes of 
© God ? why do they upon 10 ſmall Diffe- 
< rences (if the Differences be ſs ſhall) 
< withdraw from Communion with us, 
« and the reſt of the Churches, and gather 
© themſelves into diſtinct and ſeparate 
© Churches ? : 


* Had all that Profeſs the Gofpel -in 
© England, made Conſcience to be of the 
< {ame mind, and the ſame Judgment with 
© their Brethren, and the reſt of -the 
© Churches of Chriſt, as far as poſhibly , 
«© and where they cannot, where there is. a 


 ©neceſſity of differing, had they made 
© Conſcience to keep their Differences 


< from appearing in Publick , to have their 
« private Opinions and Faith to themſelves, 
© and not intangle the weak with their 
« doubtful Diſputations ; forbearing to 
< judge or deſpiſe thoſe that are not of their 
© Ofinion, loving them ſtill as Brethren, 
« not cenſuring them as Prophane, Anti- 
e coriſtian, Fighters againſt God, men that 
e will wiltully ſhut their eyes againſt the 
c Light; badtheſe things (Ffay} beeti/at- 
tended toon all hands, onr-Breaches had' | 
c never been ſo great as now they axe, nor 

c ſhould the lovers of Trath'an&Peace have 
e14d ſo much'cauſe to lament them, * * + 
8 | M | E Butz 
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e But, + O the deceirfulneſs of the heart i Mr.2x- 


e of man ! Little do many real Separiſts, 4,0"; 
< who cry againſt the ſpirit of Perſecution, 4»/or:, 
* ſuſpect: that the ſame ſpirit is in them 1754: 
© whence is Perſecution, but from thinking 
< j1| of others, and abhorring them; or not 
© loving them. Anddo not you do ſo by 
© thoſe whom you cauſcleſly ſeparate from? 
e* Who are they that brand their Bre- *Mr. ew: 
© thren with the Title Proud, Time-ſervers, WE 
c Prelatical, Tyrannical, Antichriztian ? And OO 
© what is this leſs than Perſecution? 

© + Therefore thou art inexcuſable, O man; 
© whoſoever thou art that judge#t : for in that 
C thou judges another, thou condemneſt thy 
© ſelf, for thou that jMigeſs doſt the ſame things. 
© * {nd why beholdeſt thou the Mote that is 
© inn thy Brothers eye, but confidere$$ not thet Na. 7-3: 
© Beam that is in thine owneye * Or how wilt *” 
© thou ſay to thy Brother, Let me pull out the 
© Mite out of thine eye ; and behold, a Beam is 
@ iz thine own eye? Thou Hypocrite, firſt caſt 
© out the Beam out of thine own eye; and then 
* ſhalt. thok ſee clearly to caſt out the Mote out 
© of thy Brothers eye, 


tRom.2,1., 


I have a fair occaſion (could I allow my 
ſelt the liberty of its improvement) to re- 
turn my Brethrens Argument upon their 

"--| own 
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own heads, by aſſuring chem /and I be- 
ſeech God to give them grace to conſider 
and bewail it) that the Pr-ſcr4770z7, fo much 
complained of, lyes at their own Doors, 
chey being not innocent Szfercy;, but injn- 
rious Agereſſors. 

Theſe I know are very harſh and unplea- 
ſing words ; butthe Truth of them will apt 
pear, when we ſhall have remembred, that 
there are more ſorts of Perſecution than 

#736. 0ne : Of which St. * Auguſtine thus informs. 

nit Eccleſ. Gravits perſequitur Filius Patrem male Vi- 

— vendo,quam Pater Filiun caſtiganao, Et gra- 

vins ancilla Saram perſecuta eſt per iniquam 

Superbiam, quam eam Sara per debitam Diſct- 

plinam, Et gravites Dongnum perſequebantur 

propter quos dictum eſt ,zclus domus tus comeait 

me, quam eos ipſe cum eornm menſas evertit 0 

eos flagello de Templo-expulit, There is,you 

fee, Perſecution of the Tongue, and of an zr- 

regular Life, as well as of the Hand, and 

it my Brethrez are not at preſent guilty of 

this latter ( whether through reſtraint, or | 

their own good nature 1 ſhall not deter- 

mine) I am ſure the former is their conſtant 
Practice, | 

For, to infiſt only upon that, 'tis even a- 
mazing to mention, what bitter Tau-ts,rude 
Sarctſms, unmannerly Feers, fabulous Sto- 

ries, 
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#1es, (candalous Reproaches, are their daily 
exerciſe ; whereby they vex the Rzighteors 
Souls, weaken the Hands, diſcourage the 
Epnaeavours of their honeſt Orthodox Con- 
forming Brethren , Are not all Places, all 
Companes, all Occaſions ſafficient Witneſ- 
ſes of this Truth © 


Really 'tis very ſad, ( and to be lament- 
ed with Tears) That the great Work of Re- 
ligion, the Preaching of the Goſpel, and the 
Satvation of Souls, ſhould be thns obſtructe 
by theſe unfortunate practices, 2 


But I hope no faithful Son of the Charch 
will be diſcouraged at theſe things, or in the 
leaſtnegle& his Duty, though all theWorld 
ſhould be offended ar him. The Rule is 
fixt; We muſt obey God rather than Man. 
'Tis opr dear Lord's caſe, in whom there 
was no vin, neither was Guile tound in his 
mouth, and yet he was accuſed fora Wize- 
bibber, a Glutton, and that he had a Dewv!l. 24444. 1c; 
The * Diſciple is not above his Maſter, nor *+*< 
the Servant above his Lord, It is enough for 
the Diſciple that he be as his Maſter, and the 
Servant as his Lord. If they have called the 
Maſter of the houſe Bee!zebub, how much more 
ſhall they call them of his houſhold * Fear them 


3 nt 


—_ - - h 
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aot therefore : Fear not them which kill tha 
Bady, but are not able to kill the Soul ; but ra- 
ther fear Him which is able to deſtroy both 
Body and Soul in Hell. 


I hope what I have now ſaid will give 
full ſatisfaction to all ſuch as have nor by 
ſome partial affettion or ather , rendred 
themſelves uncapable to receiye it. It men 
will ſhut their eyes, who can help it though 
they ſee not the Suz. If men lift to be con-+ 
tentious, and will not be ſatisfied ; there's 
no remedy. If they will ſuffer themſelves 
to be carried away with ſuch an high eſt: 
ation of fore men, as to ſubject chem- 
{clves wholly to their Fudements or Wills, 
without ever queſtioning the truth of any 
thing chey teach, or the lawfulp?ſs of any, 


_ thifg they exjozz ; what can be writ ſq 


plain as to convince them ? - | 
I it ſhall yet further be replied, That 
certainly however they are accus'd, there 
15s nothing elſe but Conſciexce, and 4 juſ 
ſenſe of their Duty, that could ſupport theſe 
poor men under theſe preſſures and trou- 
bles ; I myſt then take the boldneſs to: re- 
mind them ( and I would. not uncharita- 
bly cenſure, cither them or any body elſe. 
rr bS 2c Got 


PERSBCUATTO Ne: «Yr 
God'. of his great mercy forgive me, if T 
judge amiſs )-that I am afraid , beſides 
Gonſcittice and ſeuſe of Daty, they may have 
other Motives (which they are not _— 
to own publickly ) why they do not cozr- 
form. ON 
When I have firſt told them; I ſhalk 
meet them at the Day of Judgment, I can 
then with greater confidence affure the 
World ( what ſome mens prejudice will 
not ſuffer themi to conſider ) That the chief 
Reaſons why ſo many Non-conformiſts re- 
fuſe Sabſcription are theſe two: Their Cre- 
dit andtheir Intereſt ,, ſpringing from thoſe 
| Roots of bitterneſs, Pride and Coverouſneſs, 


Firſt, Their. Credir and Reparatios ; 
Wherein I am fully inſtructed by /ear»ed 
Perſor*: Who having propofed this doubt,” #rien4!y 
Why did many of the deliberate fo long 10” 
whether they ſhould accept of Dipnities in» N. C. 
the Church? he thus adds : 46 —_ 

If it: was ſo'plain-a buſineſs, that their :4. * 
© Confolence and their Covenant would nor 
© let thetn conform, one would think they 
©hould have profeſt it openly without any 
<rmbreado; Andchereforel conclude, that 
© Pauſe” and Deliberation was about ſome- 


thing elſe ; not about matters of Conſci- 
E 4 ence, 


The Caſe of 

& ence, but of Iptereſt and Policy. As, Whe- 
«ther the People would take it well, and 
fnot laugh at them, as ſo many Magpies 
« oot upon a Perch? Whether it would not 
< be a ſcandalous thing , that is, not for 
© their Credir and Reputation 2 Whether 
£ they could not hold ſuch a Party with 
© them in Noxconformity as would: ballance 
© the Epiſcopal, and ſo force them at leaſt to 
© a Toteration: In ſhort, whether they:ſhould 
5 not loſe the: Aﬀecions of their own. Par- 
* ty, which they had. already made, and 
© win. very littl: upon the Aﬀections of 0- 
* thers, . whom they hadſo much diſobliged 
* inthe late ' Troubles. Theſe were their 
© ſecret Debates in their Cabals; the 
£ weighty Points that: were to be ſtated in 
F thoſe. Conſultations. You, Goad man, 


© think perhaps that they ſpent their. time. 


cin F aſting, and ſeekivg God to dire their 


© Conſ{ciences. No, no ; it was nat their 


« Conſcience, but their Gred:t, - which. then 
< lay at Stake — Becauſe I have. heard 


«ſome of them acknowledg , they did.nor- 


< ſcruple what we do, but thought it un- 


«© handſom-for them to do it. Sometimes: 
*they put it in 2,more Religious Phraſe, 


*and ſaid; It wowld give a, great-Seandal 


0 the World, who would think the worſe- 


wt, of 
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© of the Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, But the 
© meaning was in plain Zxgliſb, that they. 
£ were aſhamed to confeſs their Error, and 
* to-1ct up thoſe things. again which. they. 
© had raſhly pulled down, —Befides;there 
* can no. account be given. of- their Beha- 
e viour {ince,. in cherithing this Fancy a- 
© mong you ( or ſuffering 1t-to grow) that 
© Gonformity is unlawful, unleſs 'it be this > 
© That they think it will-make more. for 


| © their Reputation among you,. if you be- 


lieve it was Conſcience, not: care of, their: 
* own Credit and Eſtimation, that kept: 
* them from conforming. | 
If this excellent Author ſhall be \gon- 
demned as Apocryphal (and it'is'a very cafy- 
Contutation: ro-cry, Fe: wpor him,:; when 
they are notable to anſwer his. 4rguments) 
I ſhall then | give them an, Authority for- 
merly little lefs than- C4-erical. ' How, the> 
Caſe ſtands with him atpreſent Iam whol- 
ly ignorant. .., However he! is one |thatfull 
wellonderfjands che Intrigues of his Par-- 
ty ; and therefore I do with the greater 
confidence'repeat his words. I 
* * It is-fntul pride;: and' tenderneſs of TEE. 
© their own Hoyour, which maketh ſome Dn:je.ce of 
© men avoid their Duty, and wrathfully ** 7r--- 


ciples of 
grudge L7ve.p92. 


A 
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at them that'fpeak for ir, becauſe 


c oc that are againſt them, rhenice take | 


coccafſton to infilt over thei, of reproactt 
© thei, Hf men do- but ſay, Yow ate How 
c *Taymevats, and Time-ſerwers, & wheve is your 
mation now 7 and you are now glad to 
c a & weds ;they think this Reafon enough 
Me $-x/ they ſhould fordear that Conmunior 
Worſpip which is theit Duty, Ate 

c theſe beta ſelfdenying hatnble per- 
ſons? Could they fuffer Death for their 


cDuty-ſake, that cannot dear z little Re 


© proach forty 


* Object. If we fo it were our Duty we 
» would ſuffer for ##: Anſw.-But is it not 
© this very ſuffering' and reproach; and in- 
© ſalting of others, which makech you 
© thick it is 20f your Duty © And for camal 
f Perſons uſe to- do. They will believe'no- 
© thing to be their "Duty which they muſt 
* ſuffer by, Let -Gbd> honor be alt &oyou ; 
© a9 your own' be' nothing, and: 20s 
© nor much! ſtick. arſach things as 


"ths ore two —=! This 1s witnefsbeyond EX= 
ceptioh ; which is ſocloſe and well urg'd, 
I aw very happily prevented from any fur- 


ther enlargement. 
A | 
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A Second Reaſon why they do not Conform, 

is their Intereſt. KC 
IF this ſhall be thought Paradox (irbe- 
ing a ag method to confult'cheir 1yte 
reſt by loſing their Livings) the diſſaris- 
fy.d. Perfan-- is then  defir'd: to: conſider ; 
That the Rengvraders of the Fattior (whoſe 
example theit - Infantry was obliged 'to 
fallow) having poſſeſs'd themfelyes of o- 


| ther ' mens Preferments ; and forefeei 


(as in all equity they ought} thar they 
thauld be reftored to the righe/ owners ; 
they thence made a vertue of neceſfity ; by 
aſſuring their Proſelites (becanſe they knew 
not how to play a fairer Game) that they 
were reſalv'd ta ftick to them ; and thar 
as they had defended the Cauſe with their 
Tongues and Pens(I fpeak rheir: own Lan- 

age) they were now ready, if Provi- 
, ſhould call they ro it, even to feal 
it with their Blood. | 


By ſuch confident cax# as this, their 
People, who had been ſufficiently predif- 
pos'd, were eaſily melted into ſuch kind- 
neſs, as gave great encouragement to their 
Preachers to conjecture, that they —_ 


* 
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be no loſers by their Silence. 
they are not ;; | for, 


F#/#, many of them gain more at pre- 
ſent from their Party,than they could from 
the Charch if they conform'd. 


Secondly, they retain a Power and In- 
tereſt in cheir Party to prefer their confor- 
ming Sons. For ſecingnone but Copformers 
can be prefer'd ; they will be much more 
willing to ;preter Sons: of MNonconformiſts 
(whom they may have Reaſon to believe, 
to conform outwardly rather than ex animo; 


rather to get an Eſtate, than that they love 


or will really endeavour the preſervation 
of the Government ) than thoſe who are ex 
animo, and triily conformable out of Con- 
ſcience. And this is ſuch a piece of Im- 
piety, as (were there not too much ground 
tor the ſuſpicion ) I ſhould not. think any 
Chriſtian could' be guilty of, . For this is 
evidently ( for baſe ſecular.ends and inte- 
reſt) to humour and pleaſe the ſeduced Peo- 
ple,as ſuch, evenin their Errors; and ſo to 
difpleaſe and diſobey their Prince, and their 
God'too, in difobeying the juſt Laws and 
Commands of their Superiors whom God 
hath ſet over-them, _ > Ez 45M 

And 


As indeed | 
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And now, if they will allow us the liber- 
| | tyko complain, Is it not a ſad thing, that 
| | Religion ſhould lie at the top, where Avarice 
and Ambition lie at the bottom Is jt not 
enough for theſe men to dote upon their 
1 | own wild Faxes, by ſetting up a new Mo- 
del of Government and Diſcipline, never 
heard of till the laſt by-gox Century ? Is it 
not enough, that for the better eſtabliſhing 
this Brat of their own Brain they have in- 
5 | volved three Kingdoms in Confuſion and 
2 |Blood ; ( For thus they tell me, + Theex-, ;,.,.x 
5 | cefſkue Dominion of the Hierarchy, with the of Engl.is 
, | rigorous Impoſition of humane Ceremonies, was , Relies- 
* | arcounted much of the p51 of former times, «n, y.403- 
* |which end:d in thoſe deaaly Convulfions of 
] 
; 


* 


Church and State. * The firſt impoſing of the* — 
ſtriit uſe of theſe Forms was the very thing , 
- |that diſyuieted theſe Nations, (taking in the e-7- 


concomitant Ceremonies and Subſcription.) 


Is not this, and ſomething more that 
might be mentioned, enough © but muſt 
they needs draw in God, and make him a 
Party in the buſineſs as if the cauſe were 
> |bs,as ifin all they had ſaid or done, they 
> | had fought nothing more than him and his 
| | Glory, nothing leſs then themſelves and their 
| | own. [»tere# * But what a ſhame is this 

ro 
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to true Religion, that Conſcience, the Ho- 
#7uy of God, and the vindicating of his Gle 


77, houtd be made a ſtale to Diſlyalty, Sa- | 


criledpe, S edition, Faition, Revenge or any 
other private” deſign * niethinks. Duſt and 
Aſhes that we are, we. ſhould tremble to 


make ſo bold with the Glory of the great | 


God of Heaven and Earth, which is the 
moſt ſacred thing in the World, as to en- 
gage it in our quarrels, and to make it ſerve 
to our humors or ends, when and how we 


lift. Yet ſoitis daily, and fo it ever was, | 
and fo it ever will be, more or leſs; whilt 


the World ſtandeth. I» nortine Domini, 
you Know the old ſaying : and what a world 
of errors and miſchiefs men have been led 
into, under that z»t ior. 


But I would rather theſe things were a- 
mended chan complain'd of: and I call 
God to witneſs, the deſign of their Repe- 
tition is not to exaſperate any man but to 
reform him. The likeſt Mcthod to obtain 
which Reformation, is to perſwade theſe 
 Diſſenters to reviſe their dictates, and to 
think it poſſible that they have hitherto 
been miſtaken, I know how difficultly men 
are induc'd to fuſpe& themſelves to be in 
an Error ; and that it is with our Brethred 


herein 


| 


As 


| 


© . 2 
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| that" is the bane of the Charch, - O=4 
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herein as with other men, may ſufficiently! 
appear in this ; that few of them will fos ,,,,... 
much as beſtow the reading of thoſe*Books; = ſolun: 


' thar might give them ſatisfaQion. _ ...:/ + p- Vo 


"**" Fr 4 dd 
Is: Cate- 


Iris this Pride and Selfconceitedneſs '** ©<4/4 


#3C ogn 4 
Condem- 

Pride cometh Gontention ſaith Solomon, DS 
13. And fo long as theſe Brerhren: of theorum, Lib. 
Separation are impatient of the Jeaſbawitrd-p;f-255 
diction, cannot brook to have their Opinions Puis. 


| gainſaid, their wild faxczes rejected, and 
| their apparent exceſſes reprov'd: Ina word, 


ſo we. as they ſuffer themſelves to be 
ſwayed with Paſſions, Parties or Intereſts, 
there's no good to be done upon-them. 


But could we once perſwade them (and 
O that God would ſay Amer to our endea- 
vours) to be zzedeft, 3nd bumble ; and ro 
make that their b»fizeſs which is certainly 
their Duty ; that is to ſay, it they would 
ſtudy quietzeſs more and Parties leſs; bear 
a juſt reverence to Antiquity and to their 
Betters ;- allow as favourable a conftrudtion 
to things eſtabliſh'd as they are capable of; 
ſuſpect their own judgement, when it differ- 
eth from the publick ; ſubmit to Reaſon,and 


jield when they are comvinced ; obey cheer- 
fully 
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. not, (ſuffer without noiſe ; we might then 
which every good man heartily defireth, 


* Now the God of Patience and Conſolatton 

as to be like-minded oze towards another 

- arcording to Chriſt Feſus, that we may with 
one mind, - and one mon! glorifie Cod, even 


the F ather of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Amen, 


FINIS- 


| fully where chey 74a, 21: > where. they dare 
hope for. chat; happy . wig: of Erotefants, 
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POSTSCRIPT: 


Aving now finiſh'd this little 
Treatiſe, 1 amalarm'd contrary 
to my firſt intention, upon this 

following occaſion, to make ſome additio- 

nal Reflexions. 


A Proteſtant Gentlewoman being marri- 
ed to a Roman-Catholick was highly ſolici- 
tous ( and her Charity is very commenda- 
ble) about his Eternal Eftate, Whereup- 
on ſhe applied her ſelf for Satisfa&tion to 
ſome Presbyterian Divines ( which Party 
ſhe chen much favour'd) who among(t ſome 
other unſuitable diſcourſes, moſt unduti- 
tully refleted upon the Church of England ; 
calling her Ceremonies Popiſh and Super/ti- 
tious,telling thisGentlewoman that a ſet form 
of Prayer was Popiſþ ; | 4--—vromge that 
our Liturgy is Popiſh, and taken out of the 
Maſs-Book. Wheteupon having peruſed 
the Service of our Church( which formerly, 
either through prejudice, or the Direction 
of thoſe Guides, ſhe wholly negle&ed) ſhe 


_ is now fully fatisfied;. That there is rio- 


G thing 
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thing contained in it but what is ſound, 
orthodox, and agrecalfe to holy Scripture, 
And therefore uf that be Popery the thought 
it noft rational to be a Papi}; and accor- 
dingly (being quite wearied and even di- 
ſtracted with their impertinent Diſcourſes) 
embracing the Raman, hath cyer fince xe- 
fus'd the Proteſtant Cammunion. 


This matter of Fact (which is noteign- 
ed but a real Caſe) doth make it very ſea- 
ſonable to tranſcribe the following words 
of the Learned Biſhop Szrderſo2. 


© It they (meaning theſe 4nticerimonian 
-24/rca\would be intxeated to ſet bounds 


what they mean by Popiſh and Popery, 


' 5y giving us a certain definition of it, we 
* ſhould the ſooner cirherx come to. fome' a- 
* oreem?nt Or at leaſt underſtand ous ſelves 
© and one auovher the: beiter,, whereinand 
Chow tar we diſagreed, In the meantime; 
<;1t 15 tome 2 wonder, that if reaſo#-would 
* not heretofore, yct the fad. experience of 
© the ill conſequents, fo.viſtble ot late time, 
© (hould not have taught chem all this while 
© tro conlider , what infinite advantace they 
< ztve to the Rowifſh party. ta work: wpon 
© weak and wavering Squls ,. by-dataning fo 
TY Lt S many 
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* many things under the name of Popery, 

© which may to their underſtandings be 

© ſufficiently evidenced ; Some,to have been 

© uſed by the antient Chriſtians long before 

© Popery was hatched, or but in Ro egg 3 

© and Ai to have nothing of Superſtition ot - 
<Popery in them; unleſs every thing that 

cis afed in the Church of Rome become 

© thereby Popiſh and Superſtitions. — The 

© having of Exfathers at Baptiſm, Church- 

© ing of Women, Prayers at the Burial of 

*the Dead; Children asKking their Parents 

* bleſſing, &c. which whilome were held »- 

© nocent , are now by very many thrown a- 
<frde; as rags of Popery. Nayzare not ſome 

egone ſo far already, as to caſt into tte 

© ſame heap, not only the ancient Hymn, 

e Gloria Patriz ( for the repeating whereot 
<alone ſome have been deprived of all their 

© Livelihoods) and the Apoſtles Creed , bur 

© even the uſe of the Lord's Prayer it felf * 

© And what will ye do in the end thereof * 

© «T beleech them to conſider, how mighti- * via. 
©ly(though #2w7ttingly;and T verily believe Pref: be- 
©moſt of them u»willingly) they promote fore 22 
t the Intereſt of Rowe ; whilſt they do with 94 m- g- 
very. great violerice ( but not with equal * 

< prudence) oppoſe againſt it ; ſo veritying 

© thatof che Hiſtorian Poet, ſpoken in ano- 

*;her caſe, G 3 Omnia 
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» Onznta dat qu! uſt a negat. Lucan. 


<{ meanzin caſting out not Ceremonies only, | 
© but Epiſcopacy alſo, and Liturgy, and Feſtt- 
< als out of the Church, as Popiſh and Aptr- 


© chriſtian. Hoc Ithacus welt; If any of 
© theſe things be otherwiſe guilty, and de- 
<ferve ſuch a* Relegation upon any other 
account (which yer is more than I know ) 


© farewel they : But to be ſent away packing 
© barely upon zhis ſcore, that they are Popiſh 


and Antichriſtian, this bringeth in ſuch a 
plentiful harveſt of Proſelytes to the Fe- 
©{zite, that he doth not now, as formerly, 
© oandere intuset tn fins (laugh in his ſleeve, 
Cas we ſay) but yuurj Th x4pxuay, openly 
<and in the face of the Sun, triumph glori- 
© ouſly; and in every Pamphlct proclaim his 
© Victories tothe World. | 

© It you ſhall ſay, that the Scazaal is ta- 
© ke by them, not gzvex by you it is (to 
© 211 but your ſelves ) as much as nothing : 


< whulſt the contrary is demoxſtrable, and 


© chat there is in theſe very pretenſions a 
_ Eproper ( and, as I may fay,a natural) ren- 
_ © dency to produce ſuch effects as we ſee to 
* have enſued thereupon, The truth where- 
*.of will evidently appear by ſtating the 
Coſethis, - $e9N | 
The | A 


POSTSCRIPT. 


© A manotherwile rational and conſcients- 
Cos, but ſomewha: wayering in point of 
© Religion, yet deliring in finccrity of heart 
© to be of the tr:ver (huh, if he knew which 
* were it,hath ſome Temptations offer'd him 
© by his Education, Friends, Books, the Cox- 
© ffions among us, or otherwiſe, to incline 
© him towards the { hurch of Rewe. Which 
© Temptations being not ablc of himſelf to 
© conquer, he repaireth to a Presbyteriar 
© (ſuppoſe) or Independent ; he acquaintech 
© him with his doubrs, and defireth ſatisfatti- 
© ox therein ; telleth him , among other 
* things, that he had a good opinion of the 
© Church of England heretofore, whillt the 
© had Epiſcopal Government, and a well-form- 
©ed Liturgie, and did obſerve (hriſtian Fe- 
© #tvals, and ſome kind of outward decency 
© in the worſhip of God, as all the Churches 
«© of Chrit hadand did in the pureſt and pri- 
© mnitive times ; but now that all cheſe 
© things are /aid aſide, he muſt needs be ot 
© another mind, unleſs they can fully ſa- 
© tisfie him concerning the Premiſſes, * -In 
<this Caſe, IT would fain know what poſtt- 
© ble Sarzsfactron fach a man could receive 
* from eicher of theſe, holding to their priz- 
©cples, To tell him theſe things were Po- 
*9//þ, and thzrefore to- be caſt out of the 
| IF it. Church, 
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© Church, were the next way to put him 
< quite off : he would preſently conclude(and 
Cit is impoſſible he ſhould do otherwiſe, 
c being already ſo prepar'd as in the Cale 
<is ſuppos'd)that ingrry then that which 
e we call Popery is the old Religion, which in 
« the pureſt and primitive times was profel- 
{ed inall ge (burches thropghout 
© the World. That only onqoy guar, 
© which is uſually the aff *Referve in theſe 
* Diſputes, That the Myitery of Iniquity | 
© began to work betimes, will ſcem to | 
© him but a ridiculous hegging of the Que- 
© {ion ; and he will tell them, that every 
e Sedtary may ſay the ſame to them, 
< Whereas the ſober Englicth Proteſtant 
© is able by the Grace of God, with much 
© evidence of truth, and without forſaking 
© his old Prizxciples, to juſtifie the Church of 
* Expland from all imputations of Herefie 
© or Schiſm, and the Religion thereal, as it 
© ſtood by Law eFabliſhed, from the like im- 
© putation of Novelty ; and to *pply pro- 
« per and pertinent Anſwers to all the Ot- 
« jettions of thoſe (whether P apsſts,or others) 
* chat are contrary-minded, to the full {4 
c tisfaction of all ſuch as have not by ſome 
* partial affeFion or other 'rendred them- 
E ſelves uncapable to receive it, * 
| RS. 4 | © For 
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<* For by the endeavours of theſe Epi- *14.Pr-- 
© ſcopal Divines , ſome that were bred 9for* 
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© Papiſts have been ga#zed to our Church, {+ .Serm 


* ſetled in their old Religion, and ſome that 
© were fallex from us recovered and reduc'/, 
© notwithſtanding all the diſadvantages of 
© theſe. confuſed times : and of cach of 
« theſe Iamable to produce ſome Inſtazces. 
© But I profeſs ſincerely, as in the pre- 
6 ſenceof God, and before the World, that 
© I have not known ( at leaſt I cannot call 
fto remembrance) ſo much as one ſingle 
© example of any of this done by any vi our 
© Anti-corimonian Brethren, whether Preſ- 
© byterian or Independent. 

Thus that excellently learned Prelate ; 
whoſe words are ſo convincing, that they 
admit- no other enlargement, but paſſio- 
natcly to bewail the (hurch of England, 
whoſe «ayer ar is thus unfortunately 
obſtructed by theſe unſeaſonable c/amors. 
The which complaint we have all juſt 
cauſe to make ( cnoing the dangerous 
Condition we. now ſtand in) with the 


_greateſt enlargement of Aﬀeiiow; were 
+16 not mare ſeaſonable to put ſome ſtop to 


theſe miſchiefs than to lament them. 
G 4 Nowv 
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POSTSCRIPT, 

Now the beſt Method to prevent theſe 
Izconveniences for the future , is to ſet 
bounds and limits to the word Popery ; 


whereby it may appear, when, or how 


farany Dorinze or Prattice may be truly 
called Popiſh. ON 


And this is moſt judiciouſly perform'd 
by ſu- by the {ame incomparable Biſhop *. 


© All thoſe Doctrines held by the modern 
© Church of Reme, which are either contra- 
© ry tothe written Word of - God, or but 
© ſuperadded thereunto, as neceſſary points of 
faith to be of all Chriſtans believed un- 
* der pain of Damnation ; and all thoſe 
© Superſtitions uſed m the worſhip of God, 
© which either are u»lawful,as being contrary 
*to the Word; or being xo contrary; and 
© therefore arbitrary and indifferent, are 
© made eſſentials, and impoſed as neceſfary 
© parts of Worſhip : theſe are, as I take it, 
© the things whereunto the name of Popery 
< doth properly and peculiarly belong. But 
« as for the Ceremontes. uſed in the Church 
© of Rome, which the Church of England 
< ar the Reformation thought fit to'rerain, 
©n:t as Eſſential Or neceſſary parts of. God's 
< Service, but unly as acc:Aental and mu- 
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* table circumſtances attending the ſame for 
* order come lineſs and edifiextion's ſake ;how 
"theſe ſhould” deſerve the' name of / ,Popiſb; 
* I ſolictle underſtand, 'thatT profeſs :do 
_ not. ſee any iReaſon why, it the Church 
; had then/ thought fit to: have / retained” 
, {ome other of thoſe which were then 

laid afide, ſhe might not have lawfully 
'ſodone; or why the things ſo retain'd 
* ſhould have been accounted Popiſh. The 
« plain truth is this, W :- 


* The Church of England meant to make 
«uſe of her Liberty, and the lawtul Power 
© ſhe had (as all the Churches of Chriſt have, 
© or ought to have ) of ordering Eccleſiafti- 
© cal Affairs here ; yet to do it with ſo much 
© prudence and moderation, that the World 
© might ſee, by what was /aid afide, That 
. © ſhe acknowledged no ſubjeition to the See of 
© Rome ; and by what was retain'd, that ſhe 
© did not recede from the (hurch of Rome, 
© out of any Spirit of Contradiction, bur as 
© neceſſitated thereunto tor the maintenance 
© of her juſt Liberty. The number of (e- 
Cremonies was alſo then very great, and 
* they : thereby burthenſome ; and ſo the 
© number thought fit to be /eſſened. But 
<for-the choice, which ſhould be ps 

whic 
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< ahich not, that was wholly in her power, | 
<and-at her diſaretien. Whereak, thaugh ſhe 

© were. not bound: ſo to-do, yet: hath the 
E given 2 clear and fatisfatary account, 
%in one of the Prefaces uſually prefixed 
© before the Book of Commun Prayer. 
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